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This study, “The Role of Government in Strengthening Food Security towards Rural Development” 
which was necessitated by the prevailing challenges of food insecurity and rural underdevelopment in 
Nigeria seeks to establish why there is persistent food insecurity in the country even when several 
agricultural and food security programmes have been carried out; why true development especially 
rural development has been a farce despite government and individual efforts in boosting food 
sufficiency. The study adopted Diffusion Model theory as a theoretical framework of analysis and was 
anchored on survey research design. The study however revealed that not less than 80% of the rural 
areas of Ebonyi State and Nigeria are still underdeveloped; farmers also lack access to credit facilities, 
which results to low productivity in Ebonyi State. Ebonyi A.D.P has not lived up to expectations of 
assisting the rural farmers on the best way to improve and enhance agricultural productivity, the study 
concluded that the rich agricultural potentials of Ebonyi State and Nigeria have not been properly 
exploited and harnessed. It therefore implies that food security and rural development will continue to 
be a farce if more practical approaches are not adopted. Many household in Ebonyi State and Nigeria 
will continue to suffer severe hunger as the country will in no distant time resort to importing food 
materials arising from the neglect of the agricultural sector. It recommended that government at all 
levels should collaborate with experts and the organized private sectors to encourage food production 
for food security; that budgetary allocations to agricultural sectors should be increased, agricultural 
micro credit scheme should be created or established, more field workers and extension agents should 
be trained and posted to rural areas to educate and enlighten farmers with a view to creating awareness 
on the latest and perhaps the best farming methods and techniques in order to increase productivity. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Following the discovery of oil in Nigeria and the 
subsequent oil boom in the 1970’s, agricultural sector 
which used to be the main foreign exchange income 
earner for the country was totally neglected. This resulted 
to decline in agricultural production hence Nigeria 
became a major importer of food items and agro - allied 
raw materials. The cumulative effect of this situation is 
that agricultural sector failed to perform its traditional 
functions effectively. To meet up with the crisis, both the 
federal and state governments formulated several 
policies and embarked on a variety of agricultural 
programmes aimed at improving the viability of the 

agricultural sector. This interest was demonstrated by the 
establishment of the Operation Feed the Nation (OFN), 
Green Revolution, the Directorate of Food, Road and 
Rural Infrastrutural (DFRRI), the River Basin and Rural 
Development Authorities and the Current Agricultural 
Development Programme (A.D.P) which is the main 
focus of this work. 

The programme was opened up in the rural areas for 
effective agricultural activities and to boost food 
production. The then democratic government headed by 
President Olusegun Obasanjo had many policies and 
programmes designed  to  address  the problem of food  
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security in the country. All these programmes have 
positive impacts on agricultural production and 
consequent improvement in the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product (G.D.P). 

In 2008, Nigeria released its National Programme for 
Food Security (NPFS), laying out numerous constraints 
to food security in Nigeria and adopting a value chain 
approach to address these constraints. The objective of 
the NPFS is to ensure sustainable access, availability 
and affordability of quality food to all Nigerians and to be 
a significant net provider of food to the global community. 

National Programme for Food Security evolved as an 
aftermath of the November 1996 World Food Summit and 
request for assistance by the Federal government of 
Nigeria under the Food and Agricultural Organization 
(FAO), Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS), 
after the initial participatory review and subsequent 
evaluation, SPFS was extended to the 36 states of the 
federation including Ebonyi State. 

The National Programme for Food Security (NPFS) 
was formally launched in Nigeria in 2003 at Bukuru, one 
of the NPFS sites in Kaduna State and was jointly 
implemented by the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development (FMARD) and the Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO/UN). The programme was funded and supervised 
by; 
 
I. World Bank: Providing 66% of the total project 
cost; 
II. Federal Government: Providing 19% in input 
procurement; 
III. State Government: Providing 15% in salaries and 
general services. 
 
In Ebonyi State, 3 NPFS sites were established, one in 
each of the three senatorial zones of the state, namely; 
Ebia Unuhu in Abakaliki Local Government Area (Ebonyi 
North Zone) Ogboji in Ezza North Local Government 
Area (Ebonyi Central Zone) and Akaeze in Ivo Local 
Government Area (Ebonyi South Zone). Field activities in 
the above 3 sites took off in the month of April, 2002 with 
participatory rural approval which provided baseline data 
and indicators for subsequent monitoring and evaluation. 

The overall objective of the NSPFS is to attain food 
security in the broadest sense and eliminate hunger and 
rural poverty in Nigeria. The belief was that the success 
of the programme will go a long way to improving rural 
life and therefore needs the support of all and sundry. 
 
 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS 
 
Food Security and Rural Development have been a 
serious problem that affects many countries all over the 
world. The problem has attracted the attention of both the 
government in Nigeria, non-governmental as well as 
international organizations  towards  eradicating  the  ugly 

 
 
 
 
situation. Various policies and programme have been 
adopted to alleviate and or rather eradicate the problem 
in Nigeria and Ebonyi State in particular. 

However, such policies and programmes have always 
been seen to end up with the regimes that introduced it. 
Also various agricultural policies and programmes which 
differed in nomenclature and perhaps organizational 
structure and advisory procedures have been carried out 
in Nigeria, yet the country is still striving to feed her 
citizens. Ebonyi State Agricultural Development 
Programme (EBADEP) over eleven years of existence 
has endeavored to live up to its mandate but faced with 
constraints which include: Irregular release of fund by 
government, inadequate staff, inadequate operational 
vehicles for field staff, Absence of motivation for field staff 
to boost their morale, non release of over head fund to 
EBADEP to run the office and non provision of in-service 
training especially to the junior staff to update their 
knowledge on the job. 

Consequently, most of the processing equipment 
located in each of the three (3) sites in the state either 
become malfunctioning or get beyond repair due to poor 
maintenance. There is also the problem of water supply in 
each site, though a borehole is sunk in each but does not 

sustain water beyond the month of March. This made the 
villagers and their livestock to depend on wells of guinea 
worm infested ponds for their water supply. 

Generally, agricultural production and development in 
developing countries are faced with the same problems. 
More so, determination of the socio-economic 
characteristics of the farmers existing potentials for 
improvement and other farming practice are basic 
information needed to assess the performances of the 
programme and which have not been recorded. This 
issue raised many questions about the plight of the rural 
populace. EBADEP is faced with the problems of 
reaching targeted farmers in the rural areas due to 
insufficient number of extension agents and other logistics to 
help our rural farmers increase their food production through 
the new farming techniques. Other problems includes: 
Inadequate fertilizers which results to poor crop yield, 
Insufficient improved seeds to replace the local varieties, 
Inadequate capital and storage facilities, Deplorable road 
network for transportation of crops, presence of pests 
and diseases and dearth of veterinary drugs/services. 

In view of the fore-going circumstances and challenges 
to food security and rural development in Nigeria and 
Ebonyi State through the Agricultural Development 
Programme, the researcher put forward the following 
research questions to guide the study: 
 
I. Why is there still food insecurity in Ebonyi State and 
Nigeria despite the various agricultural and food security 
programmes introduced by government? 
II. Why has true development especially rural agricultural 
development continued to be a farce despite government 
and individual efforts in Nigeria? 
III. What factors account for the poor implementation of 



 
 
 
 
various rural developments, agricultural and food security 
programmes in Nigeria? 
 
 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
 
The broad objective of this study is to ascertain the roles 
played by government to curb food insecurity and rural 
underdevelopment in Nigeria and Ebonyi State, while the 
specific objective includes: 
 
I. To find out why there is food insecurity despite various 
agricultural and food security programme introduced by 
government; 
II. To ascertain why true development especially rural 
agricultural development has eluded Nigeria despite 
government and individual efforts? 
III. To identify those factors responsible for the poor 
implementation of rural development agricultural and food 
security programmes in Nigeria? 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
In a study by Odeh O.C and Nwogbidi, K.C (2013) 
“Integrated Agricultural Systems for Sustainable 
Development” focus to establish the best modalities for 
sustainable food production. It revealed that increasing 
problems of resource scarcity and environmental 
degradation have put stress on conventional systems of 
food production and resource management. They 
suggested Integrated Agricultural System make 
functional and strategic connections between agriculture, 
aquaculture, food processing, waste management, and 
water use and fuel generation. They encouraged the 
dynamic flow of materials and energy by treating waste 
and other resources. Sustainability objective will be best 
served by the progressive introduction of carefully 
planned integrated systems capable of satisfying food 
production, fuel and fertilizer needs with near-zero 
environmental impacts. 

In a related study, Nwose D.I (2013) “Agricultural 
Education for Sustainable Development in Nigeria” seeks 
to establish food security and the relationship to 
education and development. He established that why 
there are many complex factors that influence 
sustainable development and food security, it is clear that 
education in agriculture plays an important role in 
preparing farmers, researchers, educators, extension 
staff, members of agric- business, among others to make 
productive contributions towards agricultural 
development. He recommended that of importance are 
the changes and adaptation required in agricultural 
insurance and agricultural education in order for it to 
contribute more effectively to improved food security, 
sustainable agricultural production and rural 
development. 
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In another study “Utilization of Innovations for Teachers 
Preparation in Agricultural Education: A tool for Man-
Power Development towards Sustainable Small Scale 
Agric business in Nigeria” by Abu, M (2015) sets to 
establish the importance of teachers (instructors and 
extension officers) towards promoting agriculture and 
food production. He pointed out that the teachers 
(instructors) are seen as the pivot of teaching and 
learning process: therefore, their preparation as a step 
towards ensuring effective classroom management and 
content delivery in line with modern trend must not be 
compromised. He recommended that intermittent 
curriculum review in consultation with stake holders such 
as the industries, alumni, teachers, farmers, researchers 
should be carried out. This is to ensure the agricultural 
educators capable of coping and adapting to the modern 
trends in teaching and learning of agriculture in the 21

st
 

century. 
 
 
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
 
This is indispensable in a research work as it links the 
subject matter being studied to the postulation of a 
theory. Since a research is guided by a theory, it is 
therefore pertinent to specify the analytical framework 
suitable in explaining the role of government towards 
strengthening food security and rural development by its 
implementing agency; Ebonyi State Agricultural 
Development Programme – EBADEP. 

Diffusion Model Theory of rural development was 
adopted as a theoretical framework of analysis. The 
theory was propounded in 1962 by a United States Rural 
Sociologist, Everett Rogers. 

The diffusion model theory of rural development is an 
attempt to explain the existence of substantial 
productivity difference among farmers in the same 
economic and geographical regions. According to the 
model, such differences arise due to differences in 
farmers adoption of innovations such as new varieties of 
seeds, mechanical and chemical inputs within the same 
environment. Some farmers would embrace modern 
techniques such as mechanical equipments improved 
seeds and chemical inputs, thus guaranteeing food 
security and oppose the adoption of these modern 
techniques, as such continue to have poor harvest 
thereby, causing food insecurity. 

The diffusion model theory emphasize that to correct 
the structural impediment to improved agricultural 
productivity, the farmers need to embrace modern 
techniques of farming to guarantee food security. The 
diffusion of innovations to farmers requires re-orientation 
and rehabilitation which is possible through 
communication and other support services. The benefits 
of the modern techniques have to be explained to 
farmers in Ebonyi State (rural areas) for their 
understanding and  application of  same  to  reduce  the 
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incidence of food insecurity and poverty. 

This theory has been graciously applied by many 
developing nations and has contributed to the fame 
recorded by agricultural extension services, 
demonstration farm or experimental farm (local 
innovation). Through these channels, the rural farmers 
who are still unaware of the modern innovation are 
brought face to face with the concepts, their applications 
and the gains accrued there from. 

The diffusion model theory has gained considerable 
acceptance in Nigeria where it is emphasized as a 
solution to the problem of low productivity of the average 
rural farmers leading to national food insecurity. 
 
 
Concept of teachers, instructors, and farm extension 
officers towards promoting farm education and 
enhancing food sufficiency 

 
Teacher (instructors, farm extension officers) preparation 
according to Judie, Naomi, Michael and Robert (2013) 
cited in Abu. M (2015:92) is the process of training and 
equipping pre-service teacher in order to gain foundation 
knowledge about pedagogical and subject matter as well 
as early exposure to practical classroom experience. 
Teacher (Instructors) requires vast range of knowledge, 
ability, skills, judgment and understanding. Therefore, 
teachers, instructors and farm extension officers must be 
well prepared to cope with the changes being 
experienced to enable their products fit into the world of 
work and the global economy. Teachers (Instructors, 
farm extension officers) are expected to impact the 
desired and relevant knowledge, skills, attitude to 
students, farmers, the right issues and situations so as to 
bring about the required change in their behaviours in 
farming activities. Consequently, farm instructors should 
be able to adjust and cope with modern trend by adopting 
innovative strategies that could lead to the transformation 
of the learners in the direction that will make them 
relevant and useful to the society. 

So the quality and substance in teacher (Farm 
extension, Instructors) preparation programme for 
agricultural education should be enhanced through the 
adoption and utilization of innovations that are relevant 
towards meeting the demands of learners in the world of 
work in the long run. 

 
 
Agricultural education and its impacts to the 
sustainability of food production 

 
Agricultural Education according to Umor (2006) cited 
Abu. M (2015) is a systematic programme of instruction 
for school learners, out of school and post secondary 
youths and established farmers organized for the 
purpose of improving agricultural methods and rural 
living. Also Nnadi (2002) and Osinem (2008) cited Abu  

 
 
 
 
(2015) viewed agricultural education as the transmission 
of the agricultural heritage of the society to individuals 
through the formal education process. It is also the 
process of imparting knowledge, skills and attitudes of 
agriculture to the learners at any level of education. This 
agricultural heritage has to be transmitted to learners by 
well prepared teachers of agricultural education who are 
competent in both subject matter pedagogical aspect of 
agriculture. 
 
 

Integrated agricultural system and components of 
farming methods 
 
George Chan working with a network of poly-culture 
farming pioneers began refining Integrated Farming 
practices that had already been developed in South East 
Asia in the 1960 through the 1980’s, building on 
traditional night soil farming practices (A primer on 
Integrated Farming Systems – One Village Foundation, 
USA, www.onevillagefoundation.org, (Odeh et al., 
2015:65). In China, Programmes incorporating this form 
of integrated farming have been successful in 
demonstrating how intensive growing systems can use 
organic and sustainable farming practices, while 
providing high agriculture yields (Cardi, 2010). The 
system combines lives stock, aqua culture, agriculture 
and agro-industry in an expanded symbiotic and or 
synergistic system where one component benefits from 
another, so that the wastes of one process become the 
input for the other process with or without treatment to 
provide the means of production, such as energy, 
fertilizer and feed for optimum productivity at a minimum 
costs. The concepts associated with integrated farming 
system are practiced by numerous farmers throughout 
the globe. It is a component of Agricultural System which 
takes into account the concepts of minimizing risk, inputs 
through recycling and improving the utilization of organic 
waste and crop residues. In this respect, integration 
usually occurs when outputs (by-products) of one 
enterprise are used as input by another within the context 
of the farming system. The differences between mixed 
farming and integrated farming system are that the 
enterprises in the integrated farming system interact eco-
biologically in space and time are mutually supportive 
and depend on each other. The integrated agricultural 
system is part of the strategy to ensure sustainable use 
of the natural resources for the benefit of both present 
and future generations (Preston 2000) in Odeh et al 
(2013). 
 
 
Goals of integrated agricultural system 
 
The goals of integrated agricultural systems are to: 
 
I. Provide a steady and stable income rejuvenation of 
the systems productivity; 



 
 
 
 
II. Achieve agro-bio ecological equilibrium through the 
reduction in the buildup of pests and diseases through 
natural cropping system management and the reduction 
in the use of chemicals. 
 
 

Benefits of integrated systems 
 

I. It improves space utilization and increase productivity 
per unit area; 
II. It provides diversified products; 
III. It improves soil fertility and soil physical structure from 
appropriate crop rotation and using cover crop and 
organic compost; 
IV. Utilization of crop residues and livestock waste; 
V. Less reliance to outside inputs – fertilizers, 
agrochemicals, feeds, energy etc; 
VI. Higher net returns to land and labour resources of the 
farming family (Odeh et al 2013). 
 
 

SCOPE OF FARMING SYSTEM 
 

Farming enterprises include crop, livestock, poultry, fish 
tree crops, plantation crops etc. a combination of one or 
more enterprises with cropping, when carefully chosen, 
planned and executed gives greater dividends than a 
single enterprise, especially for small and marginal 
farmers. Farm as a unit is to be considered and planned 
for effective integration of the enterprises to be combined 
with crop production activity. Integration of farm 
enterprises to be combined on many factors such as: 
 

I. Soil and climatic features of the selected area; 
II. Availability of resources, land, labour and capital; 
III. Present level of utilization of resources; 
IV. Economics of proposed integrated farming 
system; 
V. Managerial skill of the farmer (Odeh et al 2013). 
 
 

Employment opportunities through agriculture: A 
yardstick for economic and national development 
 

The dwindling oil price in the global market and reduced 
government spending as a result of the economy and 
structural adjustment has put pressure on agricultural 
educational institutions and government to better 
employment opportunities. This means that students, civil 
and public servants, government and farmers 
increasingly need to learn and acquire knowledge and 
skill for private sector employment in the area of 
agriculture and farming. Employment opportunities 
outside the agricultural sector will grow at a faster rate 
than in agriculture but it requires a continuous analysis of 
a feasibility study, job markets, farm extension officers, 
instructors (teachers) and employers requirement in order 
to plan and develop appropriate agricultural techniques 
that will bring about improved crop yield and boosting of 
the state (government) economy. 
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Budgetary and financial involvement in agriculture by 
government 
 
Agriculture and Food Production is very expensive. In 
schools and farms, it requires teaching equipment as well 
as adequately equipped training and experimental farms. 
The economic crisis of the years and recurrent structural 
adjustment measures has imposed severe budgetary 
restrictions on many states which have negatively 
affected support to food and agricultural production and 
education. 

The downward trend in the oil market and large scale 
unemployment in the public service have prompted most 
states and local government (federal government) to 
diversify the economy. In most states (Ebonyi) the major 
source of funding and financial support for agriculture 
education, food production is the state government or the 
local government where decentralization has been 
implemented. 

They are now involved in making funds available for 
buildings (Rice mill clusters, built in the three senatorial 
zones of Ebonyi State), teaching equipment, books, 
agricultural machineries (functional laboratories and 
practice farms). The maintenance and replacement of 
these facilities and equipments are also undertaken by 
the government. 
These are some of the efforts of the government (Ebonyi 
State) towards ensuring food sufficiency and reduction of 
unemployment among the teaming unemployed youths. 
 
 

Ebonyi State Government through agricultural 
development programme and agricultural 
development corporation ensures steady food supply 
 
 
The government of Ebonyi State through these agencies 
of government boost food supply in Ebonyi by 
establishing Rice Mill Clusters in the three senatorial 
Zones (Izzi, Ikwo and Afikpo South local governments). 
These Rice Mill Clusters established in 2011 is involved 
in rice processing, rice packaging and rice marketing to 
boost food sufficiency. Today, state government has 
directed local government areas to acquire 2,500 
hectares of land in their areas to boost rice production. All 
these are geared towards ensuring food sufficiency in the 
localities and reduction of hunger in the land. 
 
 
Government and national special programme for food 
security 
 
In a country where majority of the households are 
witnessing or experiencing food insecurity, there is the 
urgent need to develop programmes to ensure food 
security, rural development and education. The National 
Special Programme for Food Security (NSPFS) implies 
assumed access to food supply at the household, sub- 
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national and national levels. This programme was and is 
established in all the senatorial districts of Nigeria. The 
programme is handled by the federal government and the 
Food and Agricultural Organization (F.A.O) and it 
involves food crop production, Irrigation, livestock, food 
processing etc. 

Food security at the family household, community, and 
the national level is needed in Ebonyi State too. In other 
words, food availability and peoples access to food 
supply is the goal. At the national level, food security 
implies assured food availability to meet current minimum 
requirement per capita during the scarcity period and also 
to meet any unexpected shortfall over a limited period, 
about 3 – 4months. The determining variables are 
production input, exports and stock exchanges. Food 
production is determined by land availability, crop yield, 
and environment and as well as fund. 

Individuals and households require food availability and 
adequate intake of food to enable them contribute to 
national development. 

Food security therefore, is the state achieved when 
food systems operate such that “all people, at all times, 
have physical and economic access to sufficient safe and 
preferences for an active and healthy life”. Food security 
diminishes when food systems are stressed. The 
components of food systems with their main elements are 
as follows: 

 
I. Food Availability – Production, Distribution, Exchange. 
II. Food Access – Affordability, Allocation, Preferences. 
III. Food Utilization – Nutritional Value, Social Value, 
Food Safety, (FAO, 1996). 

 
A food secured household is one that has enough food 
available to serve a necessary minimum intake by all the 
members of the household. 

The World Food Council (WFC, 1989: 55) defined the 
minimum to relate to body size, weight, sex, and nature 
of work and for women pregnancy or location status. 
According to it; 

 
Availability for a household is guided by such variables as 
net food production, labour, land, capital, knowledge, 
technology and social production, relations, food prices, 
food supply in the market, cash flow income, wages, and 
profit from enterprises….. Any adverse shift in any one or 
more of these variables will adversely affect food security 
of a household. 

 
Transitory and chronic food insecurity could result if the 
adverse shifts are temporarily whereby the household 
coping strategies falls (transition food insecurity), but if 
such shifts emanate from structural problems and linger 
for a period, chronic food insecurity results (Reuttinger 
and Rellekaan, 1986). 

Food insecurity whether transitory or chronic is indeed 
a big threat, particularly the chronic type. Given the spate  

 
 
 
 
of unemployment, poverty, hyper-inflation and hunger in 
Nigeria today, it is imperative to ask: how long will it take 
the Nigerian government to attain food security? 
 

 

Development as a tool for societal growth 
 

Development is indeed a daunting exercise to give its 
fullest meaning. Though, the desirability of development 
is not in doubt, the part to development is one that 
attracts a lot of quarrels and disagreement among 
scholars, statesmen and multi-lateral aid agencies. 
Perhaps, what fueled the conflict on the real meaning of 
development was the fact that despite many years of 
implementing policies fashioned by western development 
agencies and scholars, the third world nations are still 
neck deep in poverty and are in some cases getting 
poorer (Obi and Chukwuemeka, 2006). 

Okpata (2004) viewed the term “development” as 
conceptually and practically delicate to handle, yet, it is 
the cornerstone of every economic growth especially in 
thesis of sustainable development. 

The guideline to the Fourth National Development Plan 
(1980 – 1985) attempted to define what “true 
development” entails. It states, “True development” 
means the development of men. As a societal 
phenomenon, it is all encompassing and demands the 
involvement of all sections of the society. Rodney cited in 
Okpata (2004), defined development as “a many sided 
process”. At the level of individual, it implies increased 
skills and capacity, greater freedom, creativity, self 
discipline, responsibility and well-being. 

Development involves progress, movement, and 
advance towards something better. It is an improvement 
on the material and non material aspect of life, action, 
reaction and notion. It is observed that development goes 
beyond economic and social indication which include; the 
improvement of human resources and positive change in 
their behavior. Development thus, is the process by 
which people create and recreate themselves and their 
life circumstances to realize higher levels of civilization in 
accordance with their own choice and values. 

Furthermore, the term development has been 
aggregated by the social science to mean; 
 
A set of progressive transformation of the economic, 
social and political structure of society from relatively less 
complex, less efficient, and less desirable forms, to a 
more complex, more efficient and more desirable forms. 
 
Okoli (2002) outlined development to include increase in 
the citizen’s access to; 
 
I. Food, water and shelter 
II. Information and means of communication 
III. Healthcare delivery 
IV. Good education and 
V. Justice. 



 
 
 
 
To him, when these elements are available, there will be 
increase in the individuals dignity, happiness and patriotic 
values to quality of life. 
 
 
Rural life and neglect for agricultural potentials 
 
As the world develops, almost all states of the country 
have decreasing proportion of their economically active 
population dependent on agriculture. 

Despite increasing demand for food production, the 
percentage of the population which makes a living 
directly from agriculture continues to fall in some states. 

Intensification of production through improved 
technology and increased input is responsible in most 
cases for increased production, rather than from 
increased number of producers. 

High rural population growth rates and increased level 
of unemployment and underemployment, results to 
migratory drift to cities in search of work and better 
standards of living. States budget tends to be directed to 
satisfying the needs of urban centres at the cost of 
funding and service for rural areas. Bias and rural neglect 
has led to decreasing level of real income in the rural 
areas (Nwose, 2013). 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The following findings were established to have been 
negating the success of agriculture, not only in Ebonyi 
State but the country at large; 
 
I. Agriculture (farming) has been abandoned and 
neglected to the point of receiving less budgetary 
allocation; 
II. Inadequate extension officers (teachers, instructors); 
III. Inadequate operational vehicles for the Ebonyi A.D.P 
field staff and other field staff for the implementation of 
agricultural policies and programmes; 
IV. The rural areas of most states in Nigeria (Ebonyi) are 
poorly developed, hence the basic amenities like 
electricity, potable drinking water, good road network and 
information communication are lacking; 
V. Due to unemployment and underemployment, results 
to migratory drift to cities in search of work and better 
standards of living by the youths; 
VI. Farmers in Ebonyi State and Nigeria lack access to 
credit facilities, which results to poor agricultural 
production. 
 

 

Conclusion 
 
It is undoubtedly clear from the findings of this study 
about the rich agricultural potentials of Ebonyi State and 
Nigeria in general. The enormous mineral and human 
resources endowment of the state cannot only create  

Ibeogu and Abah          017 
 
 
 
employment but is also capable of making the state, the 
food basket of Nigeria, if properly harnessed. 

The available natural resources and gifts are not 
properly exploited and harnessed to achieve the needed 
benefits. Majority of the farmers in the project areas are 
within the ages of 50 – 60yrs, a situation which indicates 
that in the near future, agriculture may become a thing of 
the past. Again, the low level of education among the 
rural farmers makes it difficult for them to adopt and apply 
the new farming techniques; hence the state cannot 
guarantee food security in the near future. 

The government and individuals efforts at ensuring 
food security and rapid rural development have not 
recorded a huge success. Successive administrations 
have also devised many strategies and measures to 
ensure food security but with little or no success. So, 
there is no doubt that the available resources for 
agriculture and food production have not been 
adequately explored. 

However, the expectation is that, with the commitment 
of individuals, government at all to agriculture and food 
production, through the framework of implementing 
agencies (A.D.P etc) irrigation projects, and subsidized 
fertilizers, it will bring about food sufficiency, create a 
functional scheme, generate employment, enhance 
farmers’ income and reduce poverty. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Efforts have been made by both individuals and 
government in strengthening and guaranteeing food 
security and rural development, therefore, these 
recommendations are suggested to support the effort; 
 
I. Government at all levels should collaborate with 
experts to encourage food security; 
II. The power sector should be improved on, by 
guaranteeing regular power supply so as to ensure 
improved and enhanced food processing; 
III. The government should partner with the private 
investors to boost food production. This is most important 
when the chief executive officer (C.E.O) Dangote Group 
of Companies, Alhaji Aliko Dangote promised to establish 
a multi trillion naira functional fertilizer company to boost 
fertilizer manufacturing; 
IV. Ebonyi State and the government of Nigeria 
should go into the production of those crops they have 
comparative advantage to boost their revenue base; 
V. Farm inputs and other improved crop varieties 
should be made available to the farmers on time and at a 
cheaper rate; 
VI. A micro credit scheme should be established in 
each of the local governments where farmers can obtain 
loan to complement their savings in the efforts of 
ensuring food production; 
VII. The government should establish farm 
demonstration centre, functional and well equipped  
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laboratory farms, and practices farms. These should be 
done across all local governments where farmers can 
learn and be equipped with the latest farming technique; 
VIII. Extension Service Delivery – More extension 
agents should be trained and posted to rural areas of the 
state to educate and enlighten local farmers on the 
innovations in agriculture, especially in the areas of pests 
and disease control mechanism; 
IX. Infrastructural Facilities – Veterinary doctors 
should be posted to rural areas to help immunize 
livestock against disease attack; 
X. Agricultural education curricula need to be 
directed to address the labour demands of the private 
sector; 
XI. Agricultural colleges and universities need to 
determine their unique functions and the special 
attributes that they can offer students and the agricultural 
community as a way of contributing to food sufficiency; 
XII. Regular in – service training should be organized 
for staff of agricultural units of government 
establishments with emphasis on the practical aspect of 
agriculture. The workers should be fully exposed to the 
concept of learning by doing so as to sharpen and 
enhance their practical skills while on the job. 
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