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This study investigates the role of government in ensuring effective budgetary allocation to the 
educational zones, with particular focus on the ten (10) out of Seventeen (17) educational zones in Abia 
State. The importance of an effective budgetary allocation towards achieving the overall objectives of 
education cannot be overemphasized.  This paper derives a set of a survey data from the various 
educational zones on budgeting practice and the role of government towards effective budgetary 
allocation in the selected 10 educational zones of Abia State. The Student t-test method was adopted in 
analyzing the test scores from a structured questionnaire. The results show that the budgeting system 
practiced in Abia State is not all inclusive and as such is not performance based and that government 
has not been responsive towards enforcing an effective budgetary allocation in the educational zones. 
It is recommended therefore that government as a matter of urgency should ensure that the budgeting 
type it will adopt henceforth must be all inclusive and participatory to enable all parties involved have a 
sense of belonging and thereby instigate confidence among all stakeholders for an effective budget 
performance as  well as  ensure that the integrity and quality of budgetary forecasts, fiscal plans and 
budgetary implementation be promoted through rigorous quality assurance including independent 
audit of various agencies under the ministry and to encourage the agencies to do same to respective 
schools under their command 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The reliance on education as an instrument of 
development and the clamour for improved allocation to 
the sector, has dominated several literatures. With 
recourse to roles of education, Aigbokhan et al. (2007) 
acquiesced that the increasing faith and devotion to 
education as a fundamental agent of socialization in 
many developing countries including Nigeria has resulted 
to the increased awareness it has witnessed and a 
continuous crusade for an increase and well-structured 
pattern of educational funding. 

The United States National Advisory Council on State 
and Local Budgeting (1999) reported that all over the 
world, government allocates scarce resources to 
programmes and services which are considered 
beneficial to the public through the budget process. As a 

result, budgeting is one of the important activities 
undertaken by government to ensure that the statutory 
responsibility of the government is met. 

From economics theorization, every government with a 
defined macroeconomic policy, is expected to allocate its 
resources to various sectors of the economy to meet the 
acceptable world standard of measurement particularly to 
those sectors that are public welfare oriented of which 
education and health predominate (Jhingan, 1997). 
 
 

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 
 
According to Moses and Mungania (2016), the public rely  
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on government to effectively and appropriately manage 
public funds and develop beneficial policies in public 
sectors. This is in line with Hood (1993), who opined that 
the principal objective of public sector management 
practices was to promote public sector efficiency, 
transparency and accountability to improve the 
performance in public offices. With recourse to the 
management of scarce resources, economists have 
advocated for an effective planning and control measure 
in the allocation of the limited resource in order ensure 
that the given resource is maximally utilized and provides 
the best alternative (Jhingan, 1997). Education as a 
public good is therefore expected to grasp much attention 
as possible from the government in terms of ensuring that 
funds allocated to the sector are effectively managed by 
all stakeholders. 

It is in this light that this work is set to investigate the 
role of government in ensuring effective management of 
budgetary allocation to educational zones in Abia State. 
 
 
RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
 
1. To what extent is effective budgetary management 
adopted by various educational zones in Abia State? 
2. What are the roles of government in ensuring effective 
management of budgetary allocation to educational 
zones in Abia State? 
 
 
RESEARCH HYPOTHESES 
 
Ho I: There is no significant relationship between 
effective budgeting management and the practice of 
educational zones in management of budgetary 
allocation in Abia State. 
 
Ho II: The government does not play any significant role 
in the management of budgetary allocation and effective 
budgeting in Abia state. 

 
 
LITERATURE REVIEWS 

 
Concepts of budgets 
 
The Guardian News and Media Limited 2016 publication 
etymologically, defined a budget as a derivation from the 
French word ‘bougette, purse or little bag meaning a 
quantified financial plan for forthcoming accounting 
period. 

According to Abu and Abdullah (2010) a budget is a 
plan of activities linked with financial resources. This 
submission is perfectively described in the words of Dike  
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(2002) that a budget is a means of communicating to 
business stakeholders in monetary terms of what the 
firm/Organization intends to spend and how much 
revenue they intend to generate from that expenditure for 
a given period. 

Usman and Ijaiya (2010), defined budget as a legal 
document that is often passed by the legislature, and 
approved by the chief executive or president as an 
instrument of economic management for a given financial 
year. 

The opinion of Allen (1987) is in line with the views of 
Fasano and Wang (2002) that a budget is a financial 
document used to project future income and expenses. 
The budgeting process may be carried out by individuals 
or by companies to estimate whether the 
person/company can continue to operate with its 
projected income and expenses. In accordance with the 
periodic and time based definition of budget, Ewing et al 
(2006), had it that budget is a detailed plan for acquiring 
and using financial and other resources over a specified 
time. 
 
 
Principles of budgeting 
 
According to Samuel and Wilfred (2009), there are 
certain fundamental principles that accompany the 
budgeting process. This is because of its importance in 
the overall development of a country. These principles 
aimed at making the entire process transparent and 
participatory. They include: 
 
(a) Comprehensiveness: Budget should be able to 
contain all financial estimates that government intends to 
work with. There is need to ensure that no other funds or 
extra budgetary expenditure is entertained. 
(b) Clarity: The documents called budget should be very 
clear for the people to understand and be able to make 
input. 
(c) Regularity: Regularity should be maintained in the 
budget process. It means to present budget at a time 
suitable to tally with the beginning of every fiscal year and 
departments to the defense before the various 
committees of the legislature and debates in the floor of 
the Houses, the passage into law and the final 
implementation and monitoring to the defense before the 
various committees of the legislature and debates in the 
floor of the Houses, the passage into law and the final 
implementation and monitoring. 
 
 

Types of government budget 
 

According to MSG Management study, an online 
Financial Management Publication (2016), the  
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government budgets are different from other forms of 
budgets in many ways; here the voters delegate the 
power of spending their money to the politicians or the 
elected representatives. Now having understood the 
concept of budget in the last article, let us understand the 
different kinds of budget that are there in the public 
financial management: 
 
 
Balanced budget 
 
According to Geoffrey and Adam (2002), a balanced 
budget with reference to a government budget refers to 
a budget in which revenues are equal to expenditures. 
Thus, neither a budget deficit nor a budget surplus exists. 
More generally, it refers to a budget that has no budget 
deficit, but could possibly have a budget 
surplus. A cyclically balanced budget is a budget that is 
not necessarily balanced year-to-year, but is balanced 
over the economic cycle, running a surplus in boom years 
and running a deficit in lean years, with these offsetting 
over time. Mainstream economics-mainly advocates a 
cyclic balanced budget, arguing from the perspective 
of Keynesian economics-budget deficits provide fiscal 
stimulus in lean times, while budget surpluses provide 
restraint in boom times. However, it should be noted that 
Keynesian economics does not advocate for fiscal 
stimulus when the existing government debt is already 
significant. In his view also, alternative currents in the 
mainstream and branches of heterodox economics argue 
differently, with some arguing that budget deficits are 
always harmful, and others arguing that budget deficits 
are not only beneficial, but also necessary. 

As opined by Richard (2003), schools which often 
argue against the effectiveness of budget deficits as 
cyclical tools include the freshwater school of mainstream 
economics and neoclassical economics more generally, 
and the Austrian school of economics. Budget deficits are 
argued to be necessary by some within Post-Keynesian 
economics, notably the Chartalist school. Larger 
deficits, sufficient to recycle savings out of a growing 
gross domestic product (GDP) in excess of what can be 
recycled by profit-seeking private investment, are not an 
economic sin but an economic necessity. Budget deficits 
can usually be calculated by subtracting the total planned 
expenditure from the total available budget. This will then 
show either a budget deficit (a negative total) or a budget 
surplus (a positive total). Because of the multiplier effect, 
it is possible to change aggregate demand (Y) keeping a 
balanced budget. The government increases its 
expenditures (G), balancing it by an increase in taxes (T). 
Since only part of the money taken away from 
households would have actually been used in the 
economy, the change in consumption expenditure will be  

 
 
 
 
smaller than the change in taxes. Therefore, the money 
which would have been saved by households is instead 
injected into the economy, itself becoming part of the 
multiplier process. In general, a change in the balanced 
budget will change aggregate demand by an amount 
equal to the change in spending. 
 
 
Revenue budget 
 
In the views Aristovnik et al. (2009), revenue budget 
consists of the revenue receipts of the government (tax 
revenues and other revenues) and the expenditure met 
from these revenues.  They further described this by 
pointing out that tax revenues comprise proceeds of 
taxes and other duties levied by the Union. Other 
revenues are receipts of the government mainly 
consisting of interest and dividend on investments made 
by the government, and fees and receipts for other 
services rendered by the government. Revenue 
expenditure is expenditure for the normal running of 
government departments and various services, interest 
charges on debt incurred by government, subsidies and 
so on. In a more specific term Aristovnik and his team, 
submitted that expenditure which does not result in the 
creation of assets is treated as revenue expenditure. All 
grants given to state governments and other parties are 
also treated as revenue expenditure, even though some 
of the grants may be for creation of assets. 

In summary, revenue budget is just the details of the 
revenue received by the government through taxes and 
other sources and the expenditure that is met through it. 
 
 
Zero based budget 
 
As opined by Geoffrey and Adam (2002), zero-based 
budgeting is a method of budgeting in which all expenses 
must be justified for each new period. Zero-based 
budgeting starts from a "zero base," and every function 
within an organization is analyzed for its needs and 
costs. Budgets are then built around what is needed for 
the upcoming period, regardless of whether the budget is 
higher or lower than the previous one. It allows top-level 
strategic goals to be implemented into the budgeting 
process by tying them to specific functional areas of the 
organization, where costs can be first grouped and then 
measured against previous results and current 
expectations. Because of its detail-oriented nature, zero-
based budgeting may be a rolling process done over 
several years, with only a few functional areas reviewed 
at a time by managers or group leadership. Zero-based 
budgeting can lower costs by avoiding blanket increases 
or decreases to a prior period's budget. It is, however, a  
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time-consuming process that takes much longer than 
traditional, cost-based budgeting. The practice also 
favors areas that achieve direct revenues or production, 
as their contributions are more easily justified than in 
departments such as client service and research and 
development. 

Summarily, Zero based budgeting has its clear 
advantage when the limited resources are to be allotted 
carefully and objectively. It is quite flexible in nature and 
relies on rational methods, systematic evaluation to 
reallocate resources and justify the usage of funds. It 
starts from a zero base unlike traditional budgets where 
incremental approach is used. Here, the needs and costs 
of every function of the organization are taken into 
consideration for the next year’s budget. So the budget is 
futuristic and may or may not be equal or more from the 
last year’s budget as traditionally calculated. 

 
 
Performance budget 

 
Aristovnik et al. (2009highlighted that Performance-based 
budgeting is the practice of developing budgets based on 
the relationship between program funding levels and 
expected results from that program. The performance-
based budgeting process is a tool that program 
administrators can use to manage more cost-efficient and 
effective budgeting outlays.  

Currently, when the management of money is more 
important than ever for public and private entities, 
budgeting plays an enormous role in controlling 
operations efficiently and effectively. Geoffrey and Adam 
(2002) equally admitted that Budgeting in itself is a 
familiar process to even the smallest economic unit – 
the household - but it needs to be divided into two 
different classes: budgeting for public entities and private 
entities.  

With these questions emphasized: 

 
 Did we really succeed in enhancing the social welfare 
of children? 

 Did this project cost what we expected? 

 Have we done what we should have done in 
enhancing the social welfare of children? 

 
Geoffrey and Adam (2002) submitted that the general 
purpose of the proposals is to make budget documents 
and, hence, the budgetary process more policy-oriented 
by presenting information on (intended and achieved) 
policy objectives, policy measures or instruments, and 
their costs.” Furthermore, Geoffrey and Adam (2002), 
explains that this type of budgeting has the following  
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major performance indicators: 
 
 The quantity, quality, and costs of products and 
services (output) produced by government or government 
services in order to achieve certain effects, and; 

 The intended effects of those measures (outcome). 
As can be seen from some of the definitions used here, 
Performance-Based Budgeting is a way to allocate 
resources for achieving certain objectives. 
 
 
Importance of government budget 
 

Gildenhuys (1997) has identified the following importance 
of a government budget namely: 
 

i. It is policy statement declaring the goals and specific 
objectives an authority wishes to achieve by means of the 
expenditure concerned, a public policy expressed in 
amounts of money and is the actual embodiment of policy 
and of implied policy objective, which contains a definition 
of both quantity and the quality of the envisaged service 
delivery. But nor normative guideline exist by which 
priorities may be scientifically determined, thus that is the 
result of political expedience. 
 

ii. It involves with the redistribution of wealth which in 
conformity to the fiscal policy for wealth redistribution, it 
thus requires that the total integration should exist 
between the two sides of the budget which is revenue 
policy and expenditure policy. 

iii. It is a work programme in the area of administrative 
work and as thus provides a platform for each 
department role. In this regard, the structure of 
objectives, the activity schedules, the resources schedule 
and the financial schedule are all clearly detailed in the 
budget document. 

iv. It serves as a source of information for everyone 
concerned; the information contained in the draft budget 
document is necessary for its consideration and, after 
approval, serves as the most important source of 
information to the administrative authority for executing 
its functions. 

v. It serves as a coordinating instrument by which 
government activities can be integrated, because it is 
supposed to contain all the information on the policies, 
objectives and activities if the government in one 
document. 

vi. It is also a control instrument to be used by the 
legislative authority over the executive authority; and by 
the executive authority over the administrative authority 
and even for internal control within a single component of 
the administrative authority. 
 
Summarily, from the foregoing, the importance of a  
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government budget is classified into two: 

 
i. The budget as a policy instrument 

 
The budget document is in one sense the culmination of 
the budget process. Since it is a tangible result of local 
policy decisions, one is tempted to view the budget 
document as the end product of the gruesome task of 
budgeting. As previously noted, however, the budget 
process is a continuous one. Because of this fact, the 
budget is not only a document but also an effective policy 
instrument. This means two things: the budget is a 
means of establishing policy, and it is the financial 
method by which policy decisions are implemented. The 
first of these functions is accomplished through the 
budget's allocation of government resources. That 
process uses the budget as the instrument for translating 
community goals into government programs. The second 
function, the implementation of policy choices, uses the 
budget to ensure that government programs actually 
address these goals. Even though government services 
and policy goals are coordinated when the budget is 
adopted, the two do not always remain synchronized. 
The government's activities may be very well managed, 
for instance, yet still not accomplish the intended goals. 
At this point, the budget is perhaps the most effective 
instrument for achieving policy objectives because it is 
the means by which financial resources may be 
reallocated. 

 
ii. The budget as a management tool 

 
It is clear that good government does not run itself--it 
must be managed. And nowhere does this managerial 
responsibility fall more heavily than on the locally elected 
public official. For innumerable reasons, local 
government has been forced to "make do with less." 
Given this situation, few officials can afford the luxury of 
sitting back and formulating policy, and then letting others 
worry about carrying it out. The local policymaker has to 
be an effective manager as well. The budget is perhaps 
the most important managerial tool available to local 
government. Since almost everything which local 
government does is reflected in the budget, it is a 
comprehensive tool. Because virtually all-governmental 
activities are funded through the budget, and because the 
budget is a continuous process, it is an effective tool for 
the public official because it provides an effective 
management device at every stage of governmental 
activity. While recognizing that the budget is a 
management tool, we should not forget that its other 
characteristics might be equally important to the 
government. 

 
 
 
 
Stages of the budget process 
 

Joachim (2000), opined that budgets have to be passed 
regularly, usually on an annual basis, in order to ensure 
that the government continues to operate. He 
summarized that the budget process is governed by a 
timeline that typically can be separated into four different 
stages: 
 

i. Drafting 
ii. Legislative 
iii. Implementation 
iv. Audit and evaluation 

 
 
Approaches to government budgeting process 
 
As identified by Mardziah (2006), budgeting process in a 
government setting are of the approaches namely: 
 
a) Top-Down Approach 
b) Bottom-Up Approach 
 
When the top-down approach is used, the senior 
management that normally communicates the goals and 
objectives of the organization expects all the functions of 
the lower level in the organization to ally according to the 
overall purpose of the budget. From the bottom-up, all 
personnel will be involved in the development of the 
budget, especially the construction of the budget items. 
Regardless of the kind of budget that was developed, the 
budget process is an ideal time for personnel to inform 
and engage in complete planning service. 

As equally highlighted by Mardziah (2006), most 
countries in the early 1990’s had started changing the 
structure of the bottom-up approach of budgeting. This 
was as a result of growing fiscal deficit which deteriorated 
into fiscal crises. As this condition persisted, government 
were reforming into top-down approach of Budgeting 
which enabled for efficient management of government 
debit and fiscal consolidation; which approach today is 
referred to as the fundamental principle of fiscal 
discipline. 
 

 

METHODOLOGY 
 

Design of the study 
 
The design of the study was a descriptive survey. This is 
because the event has been in existence as the 
researcher has no control over the independent variable 
which constitutes effective budgetary allocation to 
Nigerian educational zones and the role of Government.  
The identification of the variable will enable the  
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Table 1. Shows the Statement 1, 15% of the respondents strongly agree that the Ministry of Education regularly train staff on budget planning 
skills and collaborates with the zone 
 

S/No Statements Number of respondent SA A D SD Total 

1 

The ministry of education regularly train 
staff on budget planning skills and 
collaborates with the zone when 
allocations are made to the zone? 

235 
34 

15% 

12 

5% 

71 

30% 

118 

50% 
100% 

        

2 
The zone report to the ministry of 
education on specific funding needs of the 
office before allocations are made? 

235 
25 

11% 

10 

4% 

80 

34% 

120 

51% 
100% 

        

3 
The ministry of education emphasizes on 
how much the zone generates when 
allocations are made to the office? 

235 
100 

43% 

70 

29% 

35 

15% 

30 

13% 

 

100% 

        

4 
The zone regularly conducts cost-benefit 
analysis on various projects before 
including such as a budget item? 

235 
20 

8% 

25 

11% 

90 

38% 

100 

43% 
100% 

        

5 
The zone has constantly received budget 
allocations more than their expenditure? 

235 
10 

4% 

15 

6% 

100 

43% 

110 

47% 

 

100% 
 

 

researcher to make recommendation on the measures to 
remedy the prevailing challenges facing the budgetary 
allocation to ten (10) educational zones in Abia State. 
 
 
Area of study 
 
The area covered in this study is the entire territory of 
Abia State Government.  

Abia State consists of seventeen (17) Local 
Government Areas. In each of the 17 Local government, 
there is an Educational Zone represented by the 
Secondary School Management Board (SEMB) making 
up 17 Educational Zones in Abia State. 
 
 
Population of the study 
 
The population consists of 1000 respondents that are 
made up of 348 Senior Administrative staff and 652 
Junior Administrative Staff in Seventeen (17) Educational 
Zones in Abia State. 
 
 
Sample size sampling techniques 
 
The sample of the study consist of 83 Senior 
Administrative Staff and 152 Junior Administrative Staff in 
Ten (10) Educational Zones in Abia  State out of the 207 
Senior Administrative Staff and 382 Junior Administrative 
Staff in the 10 Educational Zones in Abia State. Stratified 
sampling technique was used in selecting the sample. 

Instrument for the data collection 
 
The major instrument for the study was a questionnaire 
titled “Effective Budgetary Allocation to Nigerian 
Educational Zones and the Role of Government 
“Questionnaire (EBANEZRG). The questionnaire consists 
of section A and section B. Section A; sought information 
on the bio data of the respondents while Section B 
elicited information on the effective budgetary allocation 
to Nigerian educational zones and the role of 
government. 
 
 
Method of data analysis  
 
The responses on the instrument were collected and 
analyzed. The simple percentage was used to answer the 
research questions while student t-test analysis was used 
to answer the research hypotheses. 
 
 
Data analysis, interpretation and discussion of 
findings 
 
Research question 1: What is the type of budgeting 
process being adopted by Abia State government in 
education allocation? 

In Table 1, Statement 1, 15% of the respondents 
strongly agree that the Ministry of Education regularly 
train staff on budget planning skills and collaborates with 
the zone when allocations are made to the zone while 5% 
agree to it. 30 and 50% of the respondents disagree and  
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Table 2. Shows the Statement 6, 49% of the respondents strongly agree that allocations made to the zone. 
 

S/No Statements Number of respondent SA A D SD Total 

6 
Allocations made to the zone will be more 
effective if the ministry regularly consults 
with the zone during budget formation? 

235 
115 

49% 

105 

45% 

10 

4% 

5 

2% 
100% 

        

7 

If the zone regularly receives training on 
budget planning skills from the ministry, it 
will better enhance effectiveness in the 
management of the allocated funds? 

235 
110 

47% 

100 

43% 

15 

6% 

10 

4% 
100% 

        

8 

A periodic review of released funds and 
utilization feedback of the allocated fund by 
the ministry from the zone will enhance 
budget performance? 

235 
120 

51% 

95 

41% 

10 

4% 

10 

4% 
100% 

        

9 

Appointment of special officers responsible 
for monitoring and evaluation of the 
allocated funds will enhance effective 
management of such funds? 

235 
115 

49% 

110 

47% 

5 

2% 

5 

2% 
100% 

        

10 

A periodic change of officials in the fiancé 
department of the ministry is necessary to 
achieve a meaningful level of budget 
performance? 

235 
100 

43% 

110 

47% 

10 

4% 

15 

6% 
100% 

 
 
 
strongly disagree that the Ministry of Education regularly 
train staff on budget planning skills and collaborates with 
the zone when allocations are made to the zone. 

Statement 2, 11% of the respondents strongly agree 
that the zone report to the ministry of education on 
specific funding needs of the office before allocations are 
made while 4% agree to it. 34 and 51% of the respondent 
disagree and strongly disagree that the zone report to the 
ministry of education on specific funding needs of the 
office before allocations are made. 

Statement 3, 43% of the respondents strongly agree 
that the ministry of education emphasizes on how much 
the zone generates when allocations are made to the 
office while 29% agrees to it. 15% and 13% of the 
respondents disagree and strongly disagree that the 
ministry of education emphasizes on how much the zone 
generates when allocations are made to the office. 

Statement 4, 8% of the respondents strongly agree that 
the zone regularly conduct cost-benefit analysis on 
various projects before including such as a budget item 
while 11% agrees to it. 38 and 43% of the respondents 
disagree and strongly disagree that the zone regularly 
conduct cost-benefit analysis on various projects before 
including such as a budget item. 

Statement 5, 4% of the respondents strongly agree that 
zone has constantly received budget allocations more 

than their expenditure while 6% agrees to it. 43 and 47% 
of the respondents disagree and strongly disagree that 
the zone has constantly received budget allocations more 
than their expenditure. 
 
Research question 2: What is the role of government in 
ensuring effective management of budgetary allocation to 
education in Abia State? 

In Table 2, Statement 6, 49% of the respondents 
strongly agree that allocations made to the zone will be 
more effective if the ministry regularly consults with the 
zone during budget formation while 45% agree to it. 4 
and 2% of the respondents disagree and strongly 
disagree that allocations made to the zone will be more 
effective if the ministry regularly consults with the zone 
during budget formation. 

Statement 7, 47% of the respondents strongly agree 
that if the zone regularly receives training on budget 
planning skills from the ministry, it will better enhance 
effectiveness in the management of the allocated funds 
while 43% agree to it. 6 and 4% of the respondents 
disagree and strongly disagree that that if the zone 
regularly receives training on budget planning skills from 
the ministry, it will better enhance effectiveness in the 
management of the allocated funds. 

Statement 8, 51% of the respondents strongly agree  
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Table 3. Shows the student t-test analysis of the relationship between performance budgeting process and management of budgetary 
allocations to education in Abia State. 
 

 N Mean SD(S
2)

 

T 

Calculated 

Value 

DF 

T 

Tabulated 

Value 

Α Results 

Senior 

Administrative 

Staff 

83 11.61  0.0441 233 1.96 0.05 Significant 

Junior 

Administrative 

Staff 

152 10.86 15562.09      

 
 
 
that a periodic review of released funds and utilization 
feedback of the allocated fund by the ministry from the 
zone will enhance budget performance while 41% agree 
to it. 4 and 4% of the respondents disagree and strongly 
disagree that a periodic review of released funds and 
utilization feedback of the allocated fund by the ministry 
from the zone will enhance budget performance. 

Statement 9, 49% of the respondents strongly agree 
that an appointment of special officers responsible for 
monitoring and evaluation of the allocated funds will 
enhance effective management of such funds while 47% 
agree to it. 2 and 2% of the respondents disagree and 
strongly disagree that an appointment of special officers 
responsible for monitoring and evaluation of the allocated 
funds will enhance effective management of such funds. 

Statement 10, 43% of the respondents strongly agree 
that a periodic change of officials in the fiancé 
department of the ministry is necessary to achieve a 
meaningful level of budget performance while 47% agree 
to it. 4 and 6% of the respondents disagree and strongly 
disagree that a periodic change of officials in the fiancé 
department of the ministry is necessary to achieve a 
meaningful level of budget performance. 

 
 
Research hypothesis 1: There is no significant 
relationship between performance budgeting process and 
management of budgetary allocations to education in 
Abia State. 

The result of the analyzed data in Table 3 shows that 
the T-calculated value 0.0441 is less than T-tabulated 
value 1.96 at the degree of freedom of 233 at 0.05 level 
of significance. Since the T-calculated value is less than 
the T-tabulated value, the null hypothesis is accepted 
which shows that there is no significant relationship 
between performance budgeting process and 
management of budgetary allocations to education in 
Abia State. 

Research Hypothesis 2 
 
There is no significant relationship between the role of 
government in ensuring effective budgetary allocation to 
education and an effective budgetary allocation to 
education in Abia State. 

The result of the analyzed data in Table 4 shows that 
the T-calculated value 0.0201 is less than T-tabulated 
value 1.96 at the degree of freedom of 233 at 0.05 level 
of significance. Since the T-calculated value is less than 
the T-tabulated value, the null hypothesis is accepted 
which shows that there is no significant relationship 
between the role of government in ensuring effective 
budgetary allocation to education and an effective 
budgetary allocation to education in Abia State. 

 
 
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

 
The type of budgeting process being adopted by a 
government to a larger extent affects the effectiveness of 
it’s the budgetary allocations. A performance budgeting 
system is essential to creating an effective budgeting 
process. These findings are in agreement with the views 
of  Aristovnik et al (2009), who highlighted that 
performance-based budgeting is the practice of 
developing budgets based on the relationship between 
program funding levels and expected results from that 
program and that a performance-based budgeting 
process is a tool that program administrators can use to 
manage more cost-efficient and effective budgeting 
outlays. 

Every government has a role to ensure an effective 
budgetary allocation for the common good of her 
citizenry. These roles are numerous and sacrosanct.  
This finding is in line with the view of Omolehinwa (2014); 
effective budget management is the extent to which the 
budget fulfills the interest of the public. 
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Table 4. Shows the student t-test analysis of the relationship the role of government in ensuring effective budgetary allocation to 
education and an effective budgetary allocation to education in Abia State. 
 

 N Mean SD(S
2)

 

T 

Calculated 

Value 

DF 

T 

Tabulated 

Value 

Α Results 

Senior 

Administrative 

Staff 

83 11.88  0.06082 233 1.96 0.05 Significant 

Junior 

Administrative 

Staff 

152 10.84 15701.79      

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Budgetary allocation is an important tool used by every 
government to fulfill her promises to the citizenry.  
Budgeting is a tool used by government to ensure that all 
citizens share equally from the commonwealth by 
allocating to various sectors of the economy. 

Education as one of these sectors occupies an 
important space in that it is the driver of every nation 
towards greatness, and therefore cannot afford to be 
treated with laxity. Commitments to improve on the 
funding pattern in education by every government be it at 
the federal or at the state level cannot be exaggerated. 

This study therefore will enable the general public 
understand the importance of the sacrosanctity of a 
performance budgetary system and government 
responsibility if the Education for All (EFA) goal must be 
achieved. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The following recommendations were raised in the 
course of the study. That government should: 
 

i. Ensure that the budgeting type it will adopt henceforth 
must be all inclusive and participatory to enable all 
parties involved have a sense of belonging and thereby 
instigate confidence among all stakeholders for an 
effective budget performance. 

ii. Ensure that the integrity and quality of budgetary 
forecasts, fiscal plans and budgetary implementation 
should is promoted through rigorous quality assurance 
including independent audit of various agencies under 
the ministry and to encourage the agencies to do same to 
respective schools under their command. 

iii. Creation of a body or empowering the budget and 
planning office to take the responsibility of monitoring and 
evaluation of the utilization of the allocated funds to 

various agencies under the ministry of education and 
collaborate with all stakeholders in the sector to ensure 
that every budget item is executed. 

iv. Embark on massive training and re-training of staff on 
budgeting planning skills even for those who are not in 
finance related jobs thereby ensuring that every 
department and their heads notwithstanding their 
background understand the process and procedure of 
budgeting for an effective representation. 
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