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This research sampled a total of three hundred and eighty two individuals from forty households in 
Ankpa Local Government Area, Kogi state. The instrument is a self-report survey which gathered 
information on the deviant behaviours: Smoking, Alcoholism and Dropping out of school, with a 
reliability value of 0.78. Criteria for deviant behaviours were defined, and each of the three behaviours 
was analysed from the perspective of single parents (father or mother) and two parents (both father and 
mother). The cumulative sum was used for the charts and Chi-square statistical tools were used to 
analyse the data collected, the most prevalent deviant behaviour among the children of single parents 
is drop out of school while that of two parents is alcoholism. It was also discovered that there are 
significant differences in the deviances of children brought up by single parents and those brought up 
by two parents It is the conclusion of this study that parenting style has an influence on deviant 
behaviours manifested by the children. Based on this, there is need for; parents to awakening to their 
responsibilities of their children, parents-children relationship should be encourage, government’s 
intervention is also needed to help the single parent. For our nation to achieve the objective of 
education for national consciousness, we must find away to stamp out various forms of deviance 
among children through parenting style 
 
Key words: Deviant behaviour, parenting style, smoking. alcohol and drop out. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Deviance according to Oxford English dictionary (6

th
 

edition) is behaving different from what is considered 
normal. By this, deviance can be put as behaving 
contrary to acceptable norms and expectation of a 
society. Deviant behaviour is common with young 
children and adolescents especially in their formative 
years when character is formed and reformed to suit the 
expectation of the family and the community. Every 
society has specific behavioural standards and ways in 
which people are supposed to act; sometimes, these are 
the paradigms for predictable behaviour in the society. 

Deviant behaviour is any behaviour that is contrary to 
the dominant norms of society. Sometimes, the behaviour 
directly and obviously violates the rules. In Nigeria, 
deviance is described as a violation of culturally 
acceptable norms and or a failure to conform to set of 

rules and ways of doing something that is traditionally 
prescribed. 
Moreover, it is very important to know that a behaviour 
considered as deviant in one society may be seen as 
non-deviant in another society. For example, the 
traditional African social custom appreciates chastity, 
modest dressing, good morals, decent behaviour and 
respect for elders, hard work and integrity, and frowns at 
juvenile delinquencies, premarital and extra marital 
sexual relationships. It also prohibits marriage between 
same sexes such as homosexuality. The Nigerian society 
frowns at alternative marriage styles and parenthood. For 
example, single parenthood and cohabitation. In some 
other societies, these unacceptable behaviours are 
acceptable. That is why deviance is relative to time and 
place. 
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Sociologist Herbert Gans (1996) pointed to an additional 
function of deviance: deviance creates jobs for the 
segments of society-police, prison guards, criminology 
professors, and so forth-whose main focus is to deal with 
deviants in some manner. If deviance and crime did not 
exist, hundreds of thousands of law-abiding people in the 
United States would be out of work and even in Nigeria. 
To achieve education for national consciousness, our 
children should be brought with characters that are null 
and void of any form of deviances during their formative 
years, which are within the ranges of school years 
 
 
The problem of the study 
 
This study is designed to achieve the following that is, to 
find out the level of deviances among children and to 
compare deviance behaviour in children brought up by 
single parents and those by two parents). More so to find 
out if there are differences that exist in the form of the 
identified deviances with parenting styles. 
 
 
Objectives of the study 
 
The objectives of this study are; 
 
i.  To find out the level of deviant behaviours in children 
in relation to the parenting style with which they are being 
brought up in Ankpa Local Government Area of Kogi 
State. 
ii.  To find out the differences in the level of defiance’s 
that exists between the two groups. 
 
 
Research questions 
 
The following research questions were addressed in this 
study; 
 
i. What is the level of deviances in children brought up by 
single parent and those brought up by two parents  
ii. Is there any significant difference in the deviance of the 
children brought up by single parents and those brought 
up by two parents? 
 
 
Hypotheses 
 
For the purpose of this research work, the following 
hypotheses shall be tested; 
 
1. The level of deviances among children brought up by 
single or two parents is not significantly high. 
2.  There are no significant differences in the deviance of 
children brought up by single parents and those brought 
up by two parents. 

 
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
The meaning of single parenting 
 
A single parent is a parent who cares for children without 
the assistance of another person in the home. The legal 
definition of single parenthood may vary according to 
local views of different nations or regions. Frequently, the 
single parent ignores the addition of child support to 
household income. In the strictest sense, no person who 
obtains secondary income for child support can be 
considered a single parent. In essence, single parenting 
is that form of parenting where an individual brings up 
children with strictly personal effort. The number of single 
parent families has in recent times increased 
tremendously. According to the United States Census 
Bureau (2002), about 20million children lived in a 
household with only their father or mother. This is more 
than one fourth of all children in the United States. 

Jason (2002) noted that “Children living arrangement 
and characteristics since 1950, the number of one parent 
families has increased substantially. In 1970, about 11% 
of children lived in single-parent families. During the 
1970s, divorces became much more common, and the 
number of families headed by one parent increased 
rapidly. The number reach its peak in the 1980s and then 
declined slightly in the 1990s, about 31% of children lived 
in single-parent families. In 2002, the number was 28%.” 
 
 
Causes of single parenting 
 
As the rate of single parenting families is changing with 
time, the reasons and causes of single-parenthood have 
also changed. So many reasons are responsible for a 
parent to become singly responsible for bringing up his or 
her children. Some of the causes of single-parent trend 
are outlined. 
 
 
The voluntary single parenting 
 
This situation arises when a parent for reasons best 
known to him or her decide to be single and have 
children and bring them up alone. A woman can decide to 
go for artificial insemination where the semen of a man 
she has no contact with is used to fertilize her eggs. 
There are also situations of surrogate motherhood, where 
a woman decides to have children on behalf of another 
woman who is being unable to have them. The Microsoft 
Encarta Encyclopedia Standard (2005) explains that 
increased opportunities for women in offices have meant 
that they no longer have to rely on the financial support of 
a man in the upbringing of their children. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Premarital pregnancies  
 
These are pregnancies that result from premarital sex. It 
is Premarital in the sense that it does not take place 
within marriage. At times when these pregnancies arise, 
the man is not yet ready for marriage so the woman ends 
up bearing the responsibility of raising the child alone. 
These cases are more common in teenagers and young 
adults who at the age are more enthusiastic about sex 
and throw all caution to the wind. 
 
 
Death of a spouse 
 
The death of one spouse can also make the other spouse 
single; in situations where the couple has children, the 
widow or widower becomes a single parent. This cause 
of single parenting is however not highly rated since the 
bereaved spouse at most times end up remarrying. 
However, other widows/widowers voluntarily decide to 
remain single and bring up their children so this could be 
the cause of single parenting and cannot be left out. 
 
 
Divorce 
 
Divorce is legislatively created, judiciary administered 
process that legally terminates a marriage no longer 
considered viable by one or both of the spouses, and 
permits both to remarry, (Schaefer 2001). A couple is 
said to be divorced when their marriage is broken in the 
court of law. In cases where the union has produced 
children, the court decides which of the parents have 
custody of the children; the parent who has custody of 
the children becomes responsible for their up-bringing. 
Though in most cases, the parent denied custody is given 
access to the children, he/she does not assist reasonably 
because the access is restricted. A situation of divorce 
arises when a wife or husband, both decides that they 
are fed up with the marriage. For the sake of this study, 
separation which does not necessarily involve the court 
of law but a voluntary quitting by one parent will also be 
considered as divorce. In recent time, divorce seems to 
be top on the reasons for most families being headed by 
single parents. 
 
 
Two-parent family 
 
The two-parenting family is a family headed by two 
parents who live together and are both collectively 
responsible for the upbringing of their children. The two 
parents share the responsibilities of supporting their 
children morally, socially, financially and giving education. 
In the present millennium, it has been observed that even 
two parent families suffer some problems which has 
effect on the children brought-up there-in. There are  
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situations where one of the parents, in most cases the 
father is so busy moving around trying to make money for 
the family that his role in supporting the children morally 
suffers. It leaves only the mother with the bulk work. In 
other cases, one of the parents might be abusive and 
violent such that the children cannot even relate well with 
them; the children in this case do not get any upbringing 
more than those of single parents. At times the children 
even group up to be worse because of their being abused 
from childhood. Two parent families take different forms 
depending on the choices or aim of the people involved in 
that relationship. They are; 
 
 
Marriage 
 
The concept of marriage exists in all societies and is 
clearly distinguished from temporary sexual relationships 
which may superficially resemble it. According to 
Dictionary (2018) marriage is any of the diverse forms of 
interpersonal union established in various parts of the 
world to form a familial bond that is recognized legally, 
religiously, or socially, granting the participating partners 
mutual conjugal rights and responsibilities. It is assumed 
with a more or less explicit marriage contract, which 
spells out reciprocal rights and obligations between 
spouses, and their future children. In view of the 
necessity for children to undergo a long period of 
development before attaining maturity, the care of 
children during the years of relative helplessness appears 
to have been the chief incentive for the evolution of the 
family structure. 

The explanation of marriage in terms of a man and a 
woman in some situation does not properly describe it, 
since marriage can sometimes involve a man and so 
many women (polygamy) or even a man and another 
man (same sex marriage). In this study, what we are 
interested in is the fact that two people are involved in the 
child support an upbringing of the children, despite which 
ever form of marriage. 
 
 
Adoption 
 
Cole (1985) said adoption is a process that allows for the 
transfer of the legal rights, responsibilities and privileges 
of parenthood to a new legal parent or parents. History 
says adoption was fairly common in ancient Greece and 
ancient Rome, where it allow a family line to continue in 
the absence of natural heirs: Julius Caesar adopted 
Augustus, who subsequently became the first emperor of 
Rome. 

Adoption makes two people (a couple) parents, who 
biologically do not have children on their own. It gives 
them the right to bring up the children the best way 
possible; and treat them as they would their biological 
children. The primary purpose of modern adoption is to  
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provide for the welfare of a child where the natural 
parents are incapable of bringing them up. It thus allows 
childless couples to raise families. In English speaking 
countries, it is regulated solely by statute (written law). 
 

 

Deviance  
 
According to Erikson in “Deviant behaviour” by Kelly 
(1989); Deviance, from a sociological standpoint can be 
defined as any conduct which is generally thoughtful to 
require the attention of social control agencies. That is, 
conduct about which “something should be done”. 
Different societies have different norms which specify 
standards of behaviour; these norms give a platform 
(criteria) for determining what is deviant or not. 
A particular behaviour may be considered as a deviant in 
one society but not deviant in another, provided the 
norms of the society are satisfied. It is not an unusual 
thing if a boy smokes in America; but in Nigeria, even an 
adult smoker is looked at with disapproval. Wikipedia 
(2018), the free encyclopaedia considers deviance to be 
a relative concept. If deviance was an absolute concept, 
it would mean that in all societies at all times certain 
forms of behaviour would be considered deviant. 
Deviance in relative terms would mean that different 
societies at different times develop different ways of 
seeing the same form of behaviour. Under a relative 
definition, there is no one ‘cause’ for behaviour. 
 
 

THEORIES ON DEVIANCE 
 
There are various theories that explain deviance in 
different ways, depending on how the scholars have seen 
it. These theories each aid the understanding of 
deviance. Some of the theories that support this study 
are outlined. 
 
 

Labelling theory 
 
Labelling theory according to Ashley (2018) “is one of the 
most important approaches to understanding deviant and 
criminal behaviour within sociology. 

It begins with the assumption that no act is intrinsically 
criminal. Instead, definitions of criminality are established 
by those in power through the formulation of laws and the 
interpretation of those laws by police, courts, and 
correctional institutions”. Deviance is therefore not a set 
of characteristics of individuals or groups, but rather it is a 
process of interaction between deviants and non-deviants 
and the context in which criminality is defined. 
 
 
Conflict theory 
 
Kelly (1989) explains that the Conflict theory generally 
sees deviance as a result of conflicts between individuals  

 
 
 
 
and groups. The theoretical orientation contributes to 
labelling theory in that it explains that those in power 
create norms and label deviants. Deviant behaviour is an 
action that does not go along with socially prescribed 
worldview of the powerful, and is often a result of parent 
socially structured preventing the minority group access 
to scarce resource. Since it explains deviance as reaction 
due to conflict between groups and individuals due to 
scarce resources, it does a create job of explaining 
deviance by poor citizens etc. this theory also states that 
the powerful define crime, laws are instruments of 
oppression. In other words, these laws are tough on the 
powerless and less on the powerful. Like what is 
happening presently in Nigeria, where merciless killings 
are going on in some places and the people doing it are 
not calls to order by the government. 

In a review of related study, Bates and Julian 
(behaviour, 1975) in their study of deviant behaviour 
arrived at a conclusion which made them to explain 
deviant behaviour as a behaviour that occurs when ever 
a person’s action in a particular situation is seen as a 
violation of social rules for that situation. Sometimes, they 
directly and obviously violate the rules. 
 
 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
Research design 
 
The design of the research is survey as advocated by Ali 
(2014) that it is best for a study in which population is 
high and sample is used to generalize. The closed ended 
interview was used based on the three deviant 
behaviours; smoking, drinking and drop out of school. 
These deviant behaviours were considered from the 
perspective of the parenting styles as in “single parents” 
or “two parents” families under which any child may grow. 
 

 

Population of study 
 
The approximate population of Ankpa Local government 
Area of Kogi state as given by the National Population 
Census is 267,353 (Census, 2006), out of which a 
sample of 382 was taken for this study. 
 
 

Sampling technique 
 
 In this research work, the use of probability sampling 
was employed to avoid biased and for appropriateness 
for a homogeneous population. Specifically, five villages 
were selected from Ankpa Local Government Area by 
simple random sampling. 
 
 

Validity and reliability 
 
The instrument was considered valid by other experts in 



 
 
 
 
field of measurement and evaluation. The reliability value 
was 0.87 using Spearman correlation coefficient. 
 
 
Methods of data analysis 
 
The data used in this study were collected from children 
in different families through interview. In each family 
contacted, specifically in each of the five villages selected 
from Ankpa Local Government Area of Kogi State, a child 
was interviewed and data collected in terms of how many 
of his/her siblings including the respondent smokes, 
drinks and are drop outs. At the end of the interview, a 
point is assigned to every deviant behaviour in any child 
of the family and the total deviance in the family was also 
recorded appropriately. This is done by summing the total 
number of people per deviance considered For the 
purpose of this work, charts, frequency count and chi –
square was employed. 
 
 
Method of data collection 
 
The data has been collected according to three 
components of deviances; smoking, drinking and drop 
out of school. The data has been presented in tabular 
form with the deviance in any particular family 
represented on the same row while the deviance due to 
any deviant component is represented on the same 
column. 

The rows are labelled according to number of families 
and the columns are labelled according to the deviant 
components. Each cell in the table represents the 
deviance in a particular family due to particular 
component of deviance. There are twenty (20) families 
each from the two groups whose children’s deviance has 
been recorded. 
 
 
A plot of cumulative sums 
 
The cumulative sums of deviances in every family are 
plotted. That is, a graph of cumulative sums versus 
individual families. The cumulative sums are represented 
on the y-axis, while the various families are represented 
on the x-axis. The graph of Table 1 is given as well 
(Tables 1 to 3 and Figures 1 and 2). 
 
 
FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATION 
 
The data cover forty families all together, twenty families 
each from the two groups. The data has been collected 
based on three components of deviances; Alcohol. 
Smoking and drop out of school, The result of the 
analysis of this data shows that the calculated value of 
chi - square is greater than the tabulated value at both  
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5%. It means that based on the above experimental 
analysis, the following hold: 
 
We reject the null hypothesis (Ho) that there are no 
significant differences in the deviance of the children 
brought up by single parents and those brought up by two 
parents. The results from cumulative values and graphs 
indicated that there the following interpretation can be 
made from the analysis; 
 
i. In graph of cumulative sums of deviance of children 
brought up by single parents, the curve of school drop 
outs rises highest which means that the children of single 
parents drop out of school more than they that smoke or 
drink alcohol. 
ii. In graph 1, the curve of smokers rise least which 
means that children brought up by single parents smoke 
less than they drink or drop out of school. 
iii. In graph 2, the curve of alcoholics rises highest which 
means that children brought up by two parents drink 
alcohol more than they smoke or drop out of school. 
iv. In graph 2, the curve of school dropouts rises least, 
which means that children brought up by two parents 
drop out of school less than they smoke or drink  alcohol. 
v. From table 1 and 2, it can be seen that the cumulative 
sums of Xj and Yj are greater than Xi and Yi respectively. 
This means that the children brought up by two parents 
drink and smoke more than those by single parents. 
vi. From table 1 and 2, it can be seen that the cumulative 
value of Ziis greater than Zj, this means that children 
brought up by single parents drop out of school more 
than those brought up by two parents. 
 
The interpretations therefore can be deduced from the 
following; 
 
 Children brought up by two parents homes depend so 
much on their parents such that when they leave home, 
they tend to rely on friends to make decisions for them, 
whereas children brought up by single parents learn to be 
independent and make decisions for themselves at very 
tender ages. 
 Children brought up by two-parents homes are so 
guarded and protected that a little exposure to freedom 
makes them wild and weird, whereas children of single 
parents know freedom at tender ages and make their 
decisions. 
 In school, children with two parents are likely to have a 
bigger pocket money which they can spend the excesses 
on alcohol and cigarettes. 
 The academic financing of children with two parents is 
more likely to be consistent than those of single parents, 
this makes children of single parents drop out of school 
most. 
 Two parents can succeed more in forcing a child to 
school than a single parent can. 
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Table 1. Table of cumulative sums of the three components of deviance in children of single parents. 
 

I Smokers (xi) CM (xi) Alcoholics (Yi) CM (Yi) School dropouts (Zi) CM (Zi) 

1 0 0 1 1 5 5 

2 2 2 1 2 5 10 

3 0 2 1 3 0 10 

4 0 2 0 3 2 12 

5 1 3 2 5 0 12 

6 2 5 2 7 1 13 

7 0 5 0 7 0 13 

8 0 5 0 7 3 16 

9 2 7 1 8 1 17 

10 3 10 1 9 2 19 

11 0 10 2 11 1 20 

12 1 11 1 12 1 21 

13 0 11 1 13 3 24 

14 2 13 3 16 4 28 

15 0 13 0 16 2 30 

16 0 13 1 17 3 33 

17 1 14 2 19 0 33 

18 2 16 1 20 0 33 

19 0 16 3 23 1 34 

20 2 18 4 27 1 35 

 
 

Table 2. Table of cumulative sums of three components of deviance in children of two parent families.  

 

J Smokers (xj) CM (xj) Alcoholics (Yj) CM (Yj) School dropouts (Zj) CM (Zj) 

1 1 1 2 2 0 0 

2 0 1 2 4 0 0 

3 2 3 3 7 2 2 

4 1 4 4 11 0 2 

5 0 4 1 12 0 2 

6 0 4 1 13 1 3 

7 1 5 2 15 0 3 

8 0 5 2 17 0 3 

9 0 5 0 17 0 3 

10 1 6 3 20 0 3 

11 0 6 1 21 2 5 

12 0 6 0 21 0 5 

13 1 7 1 22 0 5 

14 0 7 3 25 0 5 

15 5 12 3 28 2 7 

16 4 16 4 32 0 7 

17 3 19 1 33 0 7 

18 0 19 0 33 0 7 

19 0 19 2 35 1 8 

20 2 22 3 38 1 9 

 ∑Xj=22  ∑Yj=38  ∑Zj=9  

 
 
Conclusion 
 
From the result of the data analysis, many facts ensue, 
and we see that there are no significant differences in the 

deviances of the children brought up by single parents 
and those brought up by two parents, we also say that 
there are no proofs that children brought up by single 
parents show more deviances than those brought up by  
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Table 3. X
2
 analysis of the significant differences of deviances among single and two parents.  

 

Par/dev  SMK ALC Drop N DF X
2
 

Single parent 

Two parent 

18 

22 

27 

38 

35 

09 

80 

69 
2 17.66 

 

Significant at 2 DF at 0.05 level, X
2
 Critical=5.99. It is significant at 0.05 level of significance with 2° of freedom. Since the calculated X

2
 

(17.66) is greater than critical value of X
2
 (5.99) In other words, there are significant differences in the deviances of children brought up 

by single parent and those brought up by two parents. 
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Figure 1. Graph of deviances in children brought up by single parents. 

 
 
 
two parents. Lastly, we see that the level of deviance that 
a child exhibits is not a yardstick to detect or guess the 
parenting style received by that child. Besides, despite 
the above perception, tools such as the cumulative 
values and the graphs constructed in the analysis show 
the following observations; 
 
 The curve of school dropouts rises highest in the 
graph of the cumulative sums of the deviance in children 
brought up by single parents. This simply means that 
children from single parents’ homes drop out of school 
more than they drink or smoke. 
 Also, the curve of smokers rises least in graph 1.This 

means that the children brought up by single parents 
smoke less than they drink or drop out of school. 
 The curve of alcoholics rises highest in graph 2. This 
simply means that the children brought up by two parents 
drink more alcohol more than they smoke or drop out of 
school. 
 The curve of school dropouts rises least in graph 2, 
which means that the children brought up by two parents 
drop out of school less than  they smoke or drink alcohol. 
 From tables, it can be seen that the cumulative sums 
of Xj and Yj  are greater than Xi and Yi  respectively. This  
 means that the children brought up by two parents 
drink and smoke more than those by single parents. 
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Figure 2. Graph of deviances in children brought up in two parents families. 

 
 
 
 More so, from tables, it can be seen that the 
cumulative value of Zi is greater than Zj . This means that 
the children brought up by single parents drop out of 
school more than those brought up by two parents. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The researcher has made the following 
recommendations: 
 
i. Parents should counsel their children on social vices 
affecting the society when their children reach 
adolescence and every home should have a guidance 
counsellor to give the children counsel at regular 
intervals.. 
ii. The single parent should not forget or neglect their role 
in the moral upbringing of their children. 
iii. A child should be given only that which he/she needs; 
that way the child will hardly have an overlapping excess 
to spend on cigarettes and alcohol.    
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