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Character development and national identity are lofty ideals to be realized through the implementation 
of targeted and sustainable education. Planting moral values, morals, and manners as stated in the Law 
of the Republic of Indonesia Number 20 Year 2003 on National Education System should be the main 
foundation in designing, implementing, and evaluating the national education system. National 
education is the function of develop skills and form the character and civilization of dignity in the 
context of the intellectual life of the nation, and its aimed at developing students' potentials in order to 
become a man of faith and have fear of God Almighty, noble, healthy, knowledgeable, skilled, creative, 
independent, accountable and become citizens of a democratic nation. In this context, the main 
problem is the degradation and moral values as a core national values of the formation of national 
character is not only common among the general public but also has penetrated into the personality of 
the state officials who should be a model example of the nation's character. Degradation process is a 
moral value that has stood for a long time, thus triggering the emergence of Indonesian human 
characters that tend to have values that glorify and measure the success of a person solely relies on 
the material. The problems related to the idea of school-based character education model that seeks to 
minimize the aforementioned problems is a revolution in the construct instructional moral formation. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Indonesian nation is currently faced by an 
ambiguous constellation of communities associated 
about the arrangement and choice of their future, as 
evidenced from the orientation of their ways of thinking, 
interactions, and behaviour, (Lasmawan, 2012: 17). This 
is further reinforced by the reality that is reflected in our 
daily life that every moment is exhibited by such vulgar 
thing by the stakeholders of the country in the text form 
and even in electronic media. Television shows and news 
papers are dominated by news and analysis relating to 
the performance and disorientation of how the stake-
holders of our state in the society who should be a role 
model, where in other side is showing "something" that 
does not deserve to be guided, from corruption cases in 
congregation, mutual slander, case commercial, chaotic 
public services, and other aggressive behaviors.  

The degradation  of  the  moral  values  and  nationality  

which are the core values of the formation of national 
character is not only common among the public but also 
has penetrated into the personality of the executors of 
our state who should be a model of the nation's 
character. It is normal then when there is a lot of people's 
judgment stating that our country is a country that is 
ambiguous and corrupt about the integrity of the nation 
and country. Not to mention, many other facts shows that 
the degradation of moral values and nationhood that has 
ingrained from the root which levels up to the leaders of 
the nation. The process of degradation and moral values 
of the nation has happened since a long time ago, 
therefore it is triggering for the emergence of the 
characters of Indonesian mankind whose values tend be 
glorify and measure one's success rests solely on the 
materialism, as well as their behavior such as corruption 
that seems to have civilized in this country.  These  facts  
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has been firmed with what is happening in the world of 
education in Indonesia, where the formulation of 
education policies and practices have not been able to be 
a pusher and also a pioneer in the formation of national 
character, so that people become confused and do not 
dare to get their hopes along with the role and function in 
the educational institutions, formal education, especially 
in the development and formation of national character in 
accordance with the values of the noble culture of 
Indonesian society. This fact simplifies the function of the 
educational institution as a strategic medium for the 
national development of character in the society, civiliza-
tion, and the state in Indonesia or serious demoralization 
and degradation in shaping the character and personality 
of the nation.  

Education in Indonesia recently is allegedly less based 
on Pancasila’s education character, but rather dominated 
or assumed that education in Indonesia is mere on 
cognitive logic thought advantages only. Related to this, 
character education is very important and urgently need 
to be developed and implemented in Indonesia from early 
age.  

Constitutionally, the Indonesian Constitution has 
mandated the importance of character education, such as 
the sound of Article 31, paragraph 3 that "The 
Government shall establish and conduct a national 
education system that enhances faith and piety and noble 
character in the context of the intellectual life of the nation 
which is governed by laws". To carry out the mandate, 
thus the Law No. 20 of 2003 on National Education 
System establishes the function and purpose of national 
education which is to develop the ability and character 
development and a dignified civilization in the context of 
the intellectual life of the nation and the development 
potential of students to become a man of faith and have 
fear of God Almighty, noble, healthy, knowledgeable, 
skillful, creative, independent, and be a democratic and 
responsible citizen. One of the main pillars which should 
govern the character education is educational institution. 

Educational institutions as a starting point of the 
parameters of one's personality in the future, obviously 
must be able to portray themselves and take 
responsibility in establishing the character of the nation's 
in the early stage. Thus educational institutions have 
responsibilities to produce candidates for the next 
generation who has strengths in their knowledge, 
understands how to be a good citizen who will be able to 
lead a meaningful life for themselves, their communities, 
and the nation as well as to construct the nation's moral 
formation.  
 
 
STUDIES USED 
 
In general, moral education helps in shaping the nations 
character and ith is based on four (4) basic references for 
the development of education, namely: (1)  philosophical  

 
 
 
 
reference, (2) academic references, (3) reference to 
cultural values, and (4) potential environmental 
references.  

Philosophical foundation is a reference which is under-
lying the technohumanistics development of education in 
the form of abstraction philosophical values that shows 
the current condition and the future condition. In this 
dimension, the object of education is the process of 
humanization of human which means the education 
system should be able to: develop human’s creativity, 
culture, and civilization, support the dissemination and 
value of quality, develop human values, equality, justice, 
and spirituality, develop creativity and productivity values 
that are coherent with the moral values, as well as 
support and mesh with the new Indonesian community 
development efforts in line with the dynamics of the 
current era and so as in the future.  

Academic foundation is a reference which is underlying 
technohumanistics education development in the form of 
academic abstraction and universality values. In this 
dimension the object format of education is scientific 
dimensions consisting of aspects of ontology, axiology, 
and epistemology, and so thus education should be able 
to hack into its presence in a rational way, its form in 
reality, and its usefulness for the benefits of mankind. 
The academic performance is inherent with the dynamics 
of the community in the form of its civilization as the form 
of the achievements peaks of mankind that is justified 
and getting scientific justification (disciplines). In this 
dimension formal object of education is facts, concepts, 
generalizations, theories, principles, arguments, and 
axioms, as well as legal-juridical abstraction. Academic 
dimension refers to the construction of educational 
models that will be developed and held as well as leaning 
on the grandeur pillars of universal science.  

The foundation of cultural value in structuring the legal 
aspects: Values themselves are complex and terraced in 
the levels ranging from the ideal value, instrumental 
value, to the operational value. As the basic level, the 
reference of the education is the empowerment of 
independence and excellence. At the instrumental level, 
the values that are significance to be developed through 
education are autonomy, competence, democratic 
consciousness, creativity, competitiveness, aesthetics, 
wisdom, morality, dignity and pride.  

Potential environmental foundation covers national and 
global environmental surroundings. National environment 
includes demographic changes, socio-strategic, and 
socio-political, including the influence of the dynamics of 
an increasingly globalized era, thus encouraging the birth 
of new values in society such as: professionalism, 
independence, ethnocentrism, altruism, hard work, 
excellence, and timeliness, ideology values, and politic 
values in the national and universal context. In a national 
perspective, education should be directed towards the 
provision of public response to the fast-paced changes 
and challenges  of  national  reformation  to  prepare  the  



 
 
 
 
nation to compete in the global era. The global 
environment is characterized by the rapid development of 
information technology, the collapse of the region 
boundaries, wild fluctuations in exchange rates, and the 
impact of the shift in the orientation of the community 
because of the need of the healthy competition in the 
global era. 
 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
Since 1920’s the father of Indonesian education, Ki Hajar 
Dewantara have echoed the idea that education is 
essentially humanizing humans. Therefore the 
atmosphere needed in education is a kind of atmosphere 
that is principled on kinship, kindness, empathy, love and 
respect for each other. There is no education without 
respect as its base. Thus education should help learners 
for independent personality, physically healthy, mentally 
healthy, intelligent, and become a useful member of 
society. An independent man is someone who is 
completely well developed and in line with all of the 
aspects of humanity and is able to appreciate and 
respect the humanity of each person. The most 
appropriate method of education is ‘The system of 
among’ where the learning method is based on teaching, 
loving, and caring. In addition, the principle of the 
implementation of education needs to be based on "Ing 
ngarso sung tulodho, Ing madyo Mangun Karso, Tut wuri 
handayani".  

When we analyze the historical experience of our 
nation about the tidal of the development of our nation, it 
needs a very serious effort to organize the life 
organization pattern in our nation in many aspects. 
Reforming the nation in many aspects of life including 
education is a very urgent thing to do whether it is 
difficult. Philosophically the process of reformation is 
necessary to do because of the presence of a number of 
changes, in which some of them are very fundamental 
and unpredictable.  

The world step forward dynamically and through the 
process many old fashioned values will no longer be 
appropriate to the context of time regulation. This is 
because it changes the development of the society; from 
rural society to urban society, from agricultural society to 
industrial and services society, from traditional society to 
the typology of modern society, and also from a 
paternalistic society to a democratic society. This makes 
some people face the disorientation of values. In certain 
level it also affects our education.  

As the society that tend to be in the traditional typology, 
in facing the time regulation which means to be able to 
live harmoniously and happily in the modern world envi-
ronment (global), it needs the presence of neo-traditional 
norm where the new values are rooted in traditional 
values (original) and in which in its development it can be 
called by integrated dynamic  norm  that is  a  change in  
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society's values but still sourced and integrated with the 
original value that could be noble values of the nation 
which is the top of the nation's value, or a value that 
comes from local genius.  

When we look at some of the references in connection 
with the aforementioned statements, it seems that there 
is a clear depiction of the existence of a very rapidly time 
changes. As Nisbet (1997) has been handed the ten 
global mega trend that will happen in the future well 
known as millennium global mega trend covering the 
global economic boom, renaissance in art, free market 
socialism, global lifestyles and cultural nationalism, 
privatization, the rise of the edges of the Pacific, a 
decade of leadership women, the biological century, 
millennium religious revival, and individual triumph. While 
Rowan Gibson (1997) suggests three things in 
connection with the future life: first, the road stop here; 
which essentially states that the future will be very 
different from the past, and therefore it requires a proper 
understanding of the future. Secondly, the new time call 
for new organization, which essentially states that the 
different challenges is needed different form of 
organization/ institution which is characterized by high 
efficiency, and movement speed. Third, where do we go 
next; which essentially states that many various changes 
occur so every organization, institution, needs to 
formulate the right direction that they want to reach.  

Materials prosperity obtained by man in life is the 
results of their thought on science and technology which 
have a direct impact on the livelihoods of the human life. 
By the results of science and technology inventions that 
could be obtained in the short period of time, various 
diseases can be overcome, information and technology 
are rapidly growing and so forth, they are upgrading 
human life.  

The ease obtained in human life will mean nothing, if it 
is not based on solid values, ethics and morals in its use. 
It could turn to backfire on the man himself. Therefore it 
needs a strong basic understanding of the values of 
humanity itself. Education is absolutely needed because 
education is a process of humanization of human for 
education is a vehicle of culture, and education itself is 
intangible culture, in which it is a social culture supporting 
the systems of the culture, so that the progress of 
civilization of a society can be measured from the degree 
of the quality of educational institutions. In relation to this, 
we are required to participate as civilization-forming 
agent; we are required to be able to form the modern 
Indonesia values which still characterized by the local 
wisdom. In many countries, including developed 
countries; formal education is an important process for 
the nation and character building. 

The influence of moral and ethical education (which 
can be provided in an integrated way or stand-alone in 
formal education), and in the non-formal and informal 
education community is dominant to the learner, and its 
implementation will also be more difficult. As often shown  
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such as the spectacle by the public with concern to the 
decline of morals and ethics of political and economic 
stage. With a broad and open flow of information through 
a variety of both written and electronic media, the elites 
activity in politics and the economy aspects has a great 
influence on the moral and ethical education which is an 
important element in the education of the characters of 
the next generation.  

Characters in this case is the term which often is 
associated with the so-called temperament that more 
emphasize on psychosocial definition associated with 
education and environmental context. While the character 
from the perspective of behavioral side more emphasize 
on the elements of one's own somatic-psychology since 
of the birth. Thus it can be concluded that the process of 
development in a person's character is influenced by 
many typical factors of the person concerned with 
heredity and environment whereby the person is growing 
and developing. Heredity could be said to be beyond the 
reach of the influences in communities and individuals. 
On the other hand, environmental factors are factors that 
could be reached by the public and individuals. So a 
business development or character education of a person 
can be done by the community or individuals as a part of 
the environment through environmental factors 
engineering.  

The term characters refers to the typical behavior of a 
person or group, moral strength, or reputation, as well as 
complete a portrait of a person or group of people, which 
differ them from other people or groups. Thus, the 
evaluation of the character is an evaluation of the 
individual's moral qualities or various attributes including 
the existence of lack of virtues such as integrity, courage, 
fortitude, honesty and loyalty, or good behaviors or 
habits. When a person is positioned as a personification 
of a moral character, it mainly refers to the set of qualities 
that distinguish ones from another. The character is also 
understood as a set of behavioral characteristics inherent 
in a person who describes his existence to others. The 
depiction is reflected in the behavior when carrying out 
various activities, whether it has effectively carried out 
honestly or otherwise, whether it can comply with 
applicable laws or not (Kurtus, 2009). Although it is often 
associated with personality behavior, but the second 
word contains a different meaning. Personality is 
basically an innate trait, while character consists of 
behaviors obtained from the study.  

Character is the nature of the temperament that is 
formed and internalized by various virtues believed and 
used as a basis to perceive, think, behave, and act. 
Virtue consists of a number of values, morals and norms 
such as honest, courageous act, trustworthy and respect-
ful to others. Interaction with others cultivates one's 
community character and national character. However, 
because human beings live in a particular social and 
cultural environment, the development of the individual 
character can only be done  in  the  particular  social  and  

 
 
 
 
cultural environment. It means the development of culture 
and national character can only be done in an 
educational process that does not release the students 
from their social environment, social culture and national 
culture. Social and cultural environment of the nation is 
Pancasila, so the culture and character of the nation's 
education should be based on the values of Pancasila. In 
other words, educating the culture and character of the 
nation is developing the values of Pancasila of the 
learners through the heart, brain and physics.  

In transactional perspective, national character 
education function is basically intended to: a) 
development, b) recovery, c) clarification. Development is 
for the development of learners potentials to be well-
behaved person; this is for students who already have 
attitudes and behaviors that reflect the culture and 
character of the nation. Recovery is meant to strengthen 
national educational progress to be responsible in the 
development of student potentials to be more dignified. 
Clarification is meant to filter the nation's own culture and 
the cultures of other nations that does not comply the 
cultural values and character of the nation's dignity.  

Meanwhile, the nation's goal of character education in 
instructional contexts are: a) develop the passionate / 
conscience / affective potentials of the learners as human 
beings and citizens who have cultural values and national 
character, b) develop the commendable habits and 
behavior of the students is and in line with universal 
values and traditions of the religious culture of the nation, 
c) develop leadership and responsibilities of the students 
as the future generation, d) develop the capacity of 
human learners become independent, creative, nationally 
insightful, e) developing environmental life of the school 
as an learning environment which is safe, honest, full of 
creativity and friendship, and with a high sense of 
nationality and full strength (dignity).  

Moral values developed in the national character 
education are identified from a variety of sources, so the 
wisdom to think and act are necessarily needed by the 
education stakeholders, in particular how these values 
could be implemented in learning activities in the 
classroom. In general, the source of the value of culture 
and character education is the value of religion, 
Pancasila, culture and national education goals.  

Relying on those four sources of value, it can be 
identified a set of relevant values thatare developed and / 
or packaged as the basic values in the construction of 
moral values and character of the nation, such as: 
religious values, honesty, tolerance, discipline, hard work, 
creativity, independence, democracy, curiosity, a sense 
of pride, patriotism, respect for achievement, friendliness, 
peace-loving, reading fondness, social care and 

responsibility.  
 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Based on  the  discussion,  it  can  be  affirmed  that  the  



 
 
 
 
character education that is applied in a systematic and 
sustained way will be able to build a future of quality and 
character of the children through instructional revolution 
in the construction of the moral formation. Moral values 
which are developed in the national educational character 
identified from a variety of sources, so the wisdom to 
think and act are necessarily needed from the education 
stakeholders, particularly how these values could be 
implemented in learning activities in the classroom. In 
general, the sources of the values of culture and 
character education is the value of religion, Pancasila, 
culture and national education goals. 
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