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This study examined the adequacy of geography teaching aids in public secondary schools in Esan 
West Local Government Area of Edo State, Nigeria. Specifically, five types of aids including maps, 
charts, pictures, thermometers and models were examined. To achieve this aim, this study examined 
the types, number, adequacy and problems of geography teaching aids availability as its objectives. 
The study utilized primary and secondary data sources. Primary data were sourced from ten secondary 
schools using the questionnaire, interviews and personal observation. A total of seventy four 
questionnaires were made and distributed among seventy four senior secondary school III students 
who offered geography subject in the certificate examinations. Also interviews were conducted on the 
principals and geography teachers of the selected schools. Personal observation was used to identify 
the types and number of aids available in the schools. A careful analysis data revealed that different 
types of aids are available but the number of each type vary among the schools. It also revealed that the 
aids in the secondary schools were inadequate. This was determined by comparing the number of aids 
available with what is required for effective teaching and learning. The factors responsible for the 
inadequacy include government neglect, increasing population enrolment of students and poor 
improvisation. As a way out this problem the study recommended that Edo State Government who is 
the owner of the schools should intensify effort in providing aids. It also recommended that 
improvisation of aids by teachers should be funded by government and organizations since finance 
were a major impediment to teachers. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The importance of the use of instructional aids in schools 
cannot be overemphasized. According to Meremikwu and 
Enukoha (2010), no meaningful learning can take place 
without the use of instructional materials. Apart from 
enhancing the quality of teaching and learning (Ojeifo, 
2013), it is well known to influence students’ academic 
performance (Akinfe et al., 2006, Oguzor, 2011). Its 
importance is so remarkable that Onasote et al. (2011) 
has referred to it as a panacea for effective learning. As 
important as instructional materials are therefore, it is sad 
to note that they are not adequately provided particularly  
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in Nigerian secondary schools.  
A study by Gbenu (2012) showed that not very many 

teaching or instructional aids are available to teachers to 
teach and for students to learn and poor funding by 
government is the major factor ascribed to this problem. 
Although teachers have the privilege of improvising, 
however, the improvised ones, particularly the ones 
made by the teachers are never good enough for 
teaching as they are poorly made and hardly expressive 
for students understanding (Ojeifo, 2013). 

Even with these inadequacies, instructional materials 
remain a basic requirement in the teaching of all secondary 
school subjects. Without exception, Geography is one of 
the subjects that these aids are used. Geography is a 
certificate subject offered at the Senior Secondary School  



 
 
 
 
level in Nigerian. It is offered in all the public and private 
secondary schools in Esan west local Government Area 
of Edo State. The main teaching aids used in geography 
are maps, pictures, models, charts, radio, television and 
projectors (Aman 2013). For effective teaching and 
learning it is required that these materials are available 
and adequate. However there is no data to ascertain the 
availability and adequacy of these materials in the study 
schools as no previous study has been carried out on the 
subject in the area.    

To therefore ascertain how effective the teaching and 
learning of this subject is in the study area, it is therefore 
important to determine the availability and adequacy of 
teaching aids required for this subject in the study area. 
This is the aim of this research and emphasis is on public 
secondary schools in the area. To achieve this aim, this 
study examined the types, number, adequacy and 
problems of geography teaching aids availability as its 
objectives. It is therefore considered that this study will  
 
 
METHODOLOGY  
 
Data for this study were got from primary and secondary 
sources. The primary source was the public secondary 
schools in Esan West Local Government Area of Edo 
State. This Local Government Area is made up of 16 
public secondary schools. These schools are located 
across the 10 wards of the local government area 
(Ministry of Education, Ekpoma, 2013). Of these 16 
schools, 10 were selected for the study. The selected 
schools were from each of the wards. Wards three, four, 
five and seven have more that a secondary school each 
and for the purpose of this study, one secondary school 
was randomly selected from each of the wards. On the 
other hand, where a ward had only one secondary 
school, that secondary school was selected. Wards one, 
two, six, eight, nine and ten have one secondary school 
each.  

To collect primary data from this source, the 
instruments of questionnaire, interview and personal 
observation were used. For the questionnaire, 74 were 
designed and distributed among the 10 selected 
secondary schools. The target population was 74 
students which represents 10% of the Senior Secondary 
School III (SSIII) students who registered for Geography 
subject in the West African Examinations Council 
(WAEC) and the National Examinations Council (NECO) 
in 2013. The selected schools and number of sampled 
students from each of the schools is shown in Table 1.  

In the questionnaires, questions relating to types and 
availability of teaching aids, adequacy, and problems 
were asked. Apart from the questionnaire, interview 
schedule were also designed and used for this study. The 
interview schedule was directed at the Senior Secondary 
School III (SSIII) Geography teachers and the Principals 
of  each  school.  Questions  contained  in  the  schedule  
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included personal data and the provisions and use of 
teaching aid in teaching and learning. Other questions 
related to source of aids, improvisation, problems and 
effects.  

Personal observation was generally used to collect 
data that otherwise were not collected through questions 
or interviews, but were considered as vital for the en-
hancement of the quality of data sourced. For example, 
the nature of aids available, students’ access to such aid 
and the relevance of such aids and their uses were data 
collected through personal observation. The secondary 
sources of data were from published and unpublished 
materials such as textbooks, unpublished thesis and 
articles in journals. 
 
 
Method of Data Analysis 
 
Data collected from the various sources were analyzed 
descriptively and statistically. Descriptive analysis 
involved detailed description of data by expression and 
by the use of tables. In this case, data were presented in 
tabular form and discussed accordingly. Statistical 
analysis on the other hand involved the use of statistical 
methods to analyze data collected. The hypothesis stated 
was analyzed using the Person’s Product Moment 
Correlation statistical method. 
 
 
Hypothesis 
 
H0: There is no significant relationship between the sizes 
of students enrolled in  geography subject and the 
teaching aids available in the schools. 
H1:  There is a significant relationship between the size 
of students enrolled in  geography subject and the 
teaching aids available in the schools 
 
In this hypothesis, the independent variable was the 
number of teaching aids available while the dependent 
variable is the number of student’s enrolled in the subject.  
 
 
TYPES OF AIDS USED IN THE TEACHING OF 
GEOGRAPHY SUBJECT IN SCHOOLS IN THE STUDY 
AREA 
 
Different teaching aids are used in the teaching and 
learning of geography in secondary schools. Some of 
them are maps, thermometers, stereoscopes, sun dial, 
pictures, aerial photographs, charts, models, radio, 
television, projectors, and anemometers. For the purpose 
of this study, only maps, pictures, models, thermometers 
and charts are examined. Table 2 shows the types and 
description of the selected aids examined in this study. 

From the Table 2, it is shown that maps used as aids 
are of various types and these include topographic maps,  
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Table 1. Number of Sampled Students in each School. 

 

Wards Schools Selected in each Ward Number of Students  
in class 

Number of Students  offering 
Geography in Class 

Sample 

1 Ogwa Secondary School, Ogwa 

 

118 80 8 

2 Ujiogba Grammar school, Ujiogba 

 

74 61 6 

3 Idoa Secondary School, Idoa 

 

87 76 8 

4 Ihumudumu Secondary School, 
Ihumudumu 

 

98 81 8 

5 Eguare Secondary school, Ekpoma 

 

83 62 6 

6 Iruekpen Grammar School, Iruekpen 

 

89 60 6 

7 Emuhi Secondary School, Emuhi 

 

101 84 8 

8 Urohi Secondary School, Urohi  

 

98 76 8 

9 Uhiele Secondary School, Uhiele 

 

84 71 7 

10 Illeh Secondary School, Illeh 89 89 

 

9 

Total  921 740 

 

74 

 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 

Table 2. Types and Descriptions of Teaching Aids used in the Schools. 
 

Type of Teaching Aids Description of Aids 

Maps Topographic maps, climatic, globe, regional and state map, 
continental map, vegetation, soil, relief and atlas 

 

Charts Rainfall, Temperature, continental winds, humidity, hydrological 
cycle, structure of the atmosphere, radiation exchange in the 
atmosphere 

 

Pictures Savannah landscape, rural water supply, erosion surfaces, 
desertification, oil spillage, vegetation, gullies, volcanic eruption, 
settlements, markets, an ocean, air pollution, refuse disposal, house 
types, land excavation, clouds 

  

Thermometer Thermometer 

 

Models Settlements pattern, runoff, volcanic eruption, forest stratification, soil 
profile,     

 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 
 
climatic map, regional and state maps, continental map, 
vegetation, soil, relief and atlas. The charts available include 
rainfall,   temperature,  continental  winds,  and  humidity  

charts. The pictures used in teaching are mainly printed 
materials showing images of settlements, pollution, 
deforested   lands,   spillages  and  waste  dumps.  The  
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Table 3. Types and Number of Standard Geography Teaching Aids. 

 

Name of Schools Maps Charts Thermometer Models Pictures Total % 

Ogwa Secondary School, Ogwa 3 1 1 - 1 6 7.2 

 

Ujiogba Grammar school, Ujiogba 5 - - 2 - 7 8.4 

        

Idoa Secondary School, Idoa 4 3 - 2 1 10 12.0 

        

Ihumudumu Secondary School, Ihumudumu 7 - - 1 1 9 10.8 

 

Eguare Secondary school, Ekpoma 2 - - 3 3 8 9.6 

 

Iruekpen Grammar School, Iruekpen 3 2 - 2 1 8 9.6 

 

Emuhi Secondary School, Emuhi 6 - - - 2 8 9.6 

        

Urohi Secondary School, Urohi 8 1 - 1 1 11 13.3 

 

Uhiele Secondary School, Uhiele 4 1 - - - 5 6.0 

 

Illeh Secondary School, Illeh 7 1 - - 3 11 13.3 

 

Total 49 9 1 11 13 83  

        

% 59.0 10.8 1.2 13 15.9  100 
 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 
 
models identified in the study were settlement pattern, 
runoff, and volcanic eruption.  

These teaching aids as identified and used in the 
schools are both standard and improvised. The standard 
aids are those manufactured with recent technology and 
provided by the schools. Improvised aids on the other 
hand are substitutes provided by the teacher or the 
student as the case may be, but are also foreign or 
locally made. Table 3 shows the types and number of the 
standard aids identified in the various schools of the 
study area.    

From the Table 3, it can be seen that Ogwa Secondary 
school has 3 maps, 1 rain gauge, 1 chart and 1 picture 
respectively. Thermometers and models are not avai-
lable. In Ujiogba secondary school, there are 5 standard 
maps and 2 models while other aids are not available. 
Idoa secondary school has 4 maps 3 charts, 2 models 
and 1 picture, while the thermometers are unavailable. 
There are 7 maps and 1model and picture respectively in 
Ihumudumu secondary school. Eguare secondary school 
has 2 maps, 3 models and 3 pictures while other aids are 
not available. In Iruekpen Grammar school, 3 standard 
maps are available while models are 2, charts 2 and 
picture is 1. Emuhi secondary school has 6 maps and 2 
pictures only. In Urohi Secondary school, available maps 
are 8 while there are also 1 chart, and 1 each for  model  

and picture. Also there are 4 standard maps and picture 
in Uhiele secondary school, while Illeh has 7 maps, 1 
chart and 3 pictures.   

The study shows that the number of aids varied among 
the schools. For example, while Ogwa secondary school 
have a total of 6 aids amounting to 7.2% of the total aids 
as shown in Table 3, Ujiogba secondary school have 7 or 
8.4 % of the aids. In the same way, Idoa secondary 
school has a total of 10 or 12.0% of the aids while 
Ihumudumu secondary school has 9 or 10.8% of the aids. 
Eguare, Iruekpen and Emuhi secondary schools have 8 
standard teaching aids or 9.6 of the total aids 
respectively. Urohi secondary school has 11 or 13.3% of 
aids while Uhiele and Illeh have 5 or 6.0% and 11 or 
13.3% of the aids respectively. As shown in Table 4, 
most of the standard teaching aids in the study schools 
are maps and this accounted for 59.0% of the aids. This 
is followed by picture accounting for 15.9% while models 
accounted for 13% and charts accounted for 10.8%. Rain 
guage accounted for 1.2%.   

For the improvised aids, only maps, charts and pictures 
were identified and these aids were provided by the 
teachers. Table 4 shows the types and number of 
improvised teaching aids in the schools. 

From the Table 4, Ogwa Secondary school has 3 or 
9.0% of the improvised aids while  Ujiogba,  Eguare  and  
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Table 4. Types and Number of Improvised Geography Aids. 
 

Name of Schools Maps Charts Pictures Total % 

Ogwa Secondary School, Ogwa 1 - 2 3 9.0 

Ujiogba Grammar school, Ujiogba 

 

2 2 1 5 15.2 

Idoa Secondary School, Idoa 

 

1 - - 1 3.0 

Ihumudumu Secondary School, 
Ihumudumu 

 

- 1 - 1 3.0 

Eguare Secondary school, Ekpoma 

 

- 1 4 5 15.2 

Iruekpen Grammar School, Iruekpen 

 

2 2 - 4 12.1 

Emuhi Secondary School, Emuhi 

 

1 - 3 4 12.1 

Urohi Secondary School, Urohi - - 4 4 12.1 

      

Uhiele Secondary School, Uhiele 

 

- 2 3 5 15.2 

Illeh Secondary School, Illeh 1 - - 1 3.0 

      

Total 8 8 17 33  

% 24.2 24.2 51.5  100 
 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 

Table 5. Number and Percentages of Standard and Improvised Aids. 

 

Types of Aids Standard Improvised Total Percentage 

Maps 49 8 57 49.2 

Charts 9 8 17 14.7 

Thermometer 1 - 1 0.8 

Models 11 - 11 9.4 

Pictures 13 17 30 25.9 

Total 83 33 116 100 
 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 
Uhiele secondary schools have 5 or 15.2% of the aids 
respectively. Idoa, Illeh and Ihumudumu secondary 
schools have 1 or 3.0% each of the aids while Iruekpen, 
Emuhi and Urohi secondary schools have 4 or 12.1% 
each of the aids. As shown in Table 4, most of the 
improvised teaching aids in the study schools are 
pictures and this accounted for 51.5% of the aids. This is 
followed by maps and charts which both accounted for 
24.2% each of the aids. To determine the total number of 
available aids, the number of each standard and 
improvised aids were added, the total is shown in Table 
5.  

As shown in Table 5, the total number standard and 
improvised maps were 57 or 49.2% while charts were 17 

or 14.0%. Thermometer was 1 or 0.8% while models 
available are 11 representing 9.4%. Total pictures used 
as aids are 30 accounting for 25.9%. In all therefore, 
maps are the most available teaching aids in all the 
secondary schools in the study area, followed by pictures 
while thermometers are the least provided and used. 
 
 
ADEQUACY OF THE AIDS IN THE TEACHING AND 
LEARNING OF THE SUBJECT 
 
To determine adequacy of the aids in the teaching and 
learning of the subject in the schools, the number of aid 
required by a specific number of students in a class  was  
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Table 6. Aids Required by Students for Effective Teaching and Learning. 
 

Type of Aids Minimum Required per 20 students 

Topographic Maps 10 

Thermometers 10 

Models 5 

Pictures 10 

Charts  10 
 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 
 

Table 7. Standard/Improvised Aids Available and Required in the Schools. 

 

Types of aids 
Population of SSIII 
students offering 

Geography 

Number of 
Standard/Improvised 

aids Available 

Number of aid 
Required 

Number of Students 
effectively served by  

available aids 

Maps 740 57 370 114 

Charts 740 17 370 34 

Thermometers 740 1 370 2 

Models 740 11 185 22 

Pictures 740 30 370 60 

Total  116 1665 232 
 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 
examined. According to the National Policy on Education 
(2004), a maximum of 40 students is required per class in 
Nigerian Secondary Schools. For the aids on the other 
hand, no literature has shown a specific number required 
by a given number of students. This is because the 
number required may be dependent on the class size and 
the number of aids available. For effective teaching and 
learning, the author recommended as adequate and used 
the requirements contained in Table 6. 

In Table 6, the minimum number of aids 
recommended and used as requirement per 20 students 
in each school is identified. From the Table 6, it can be 
seen that a minimum of 10 topographic maps, thermo-
meters, pictures and charts are each required for 20 
students while only 5 are required for models. Using this 
minimum number of aids, a comparison was made with 
the number available during the study in the schools. This 
was to determine their adequacy. Table 7 shows the aids 
available and required in the schools in the study area. 

The Table 7 shows that out 370 topographic maps 
required, only 57 were available. Also, charts were 17 as 
against 370 required. For models, 185 are required as 
against 11 available. For pictures, 30 are available as 
against 370 required while Thermometers available is 1 
as against 370 required. This analysis clearly indicates 
that the aids under study in the schools in the study area 
are grossly inadequate. This inadequacy was further 
revealed in column 5 of the Table 7, in which of the 740 
SSIII students who enrolled for geography subject, only 
114 of the students were effectively taught with maps 
while only 34 were taught with charts.  Also  it shows  that 

only 2 students were effectively taught with thermometers 
while models and pictures were 22 and 60 students 
respectively. Apart from this analysis, the inadequacy of 
aids was also corroborated by the students and teachers 
of the schools. Responding to questions regarding 
adequacy using questionnaire and interview schedule, 
76% of the students responded not adequate while only 
24% responded adequate. Also the ten teachers and 
principals of the schools responded that the aids were not 
adequate. On why they are inadequate the students and 
teachers responded that they were not always enough for 
teaching and learning. 
 
 
FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR INADEQUACY OF 
TEACHING AIDS IN THE SCHOOLS 
 
Several factors were identified in this study to be 
responsible for the inadequacy of teaching aids in the 
study schools. The first is the lack of provision of aids by 
government. The schools under study belong to the Edo 
State Government and by law it is obligated to providing 
both human and capital resources to the schools. It is 
however sad to note that government has not provided 
any teaching materials to the schools in the last 18 years. 
Worse still the aids available are either obsolete or in 
poor condition of use. Record of available aids provided 
by the principals of the schools showed that 79% of the 
standard aids were more than 25 year old. All supplies 
made from 1997 including 6 models, 6 charts, 1 globe, 20 
maps   and   1  thermometer  came  from  the  Old  Boys  
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Table 8. Comparison in the Provision of Standard Teaching Aids in the Schools. 
 

Types Government Organization Individual Total 

Maps 18 23 8 49 

Charts - - 9 9 

Models 1 10 - 11 

Pictures - 8 5 13 

Thermometer - 1 - 1 

Total 19 42 22 83 

% 22.8 50.7 26.5 100 
 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 

Table 9. SS III Students Enrolment for 4 Years (2010-2013). 

 

Name of Schools 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Ogwa Secondary School, Ogwa 86 105 115 136 

Ujiogba Grammar school, Ujiogba 71 96 85 106 

Idoa Secondary School, Idoa 67 82 87 97 

Ihumudumu Secondary School, Ihumudumu 56 73 68 77 

Eguare Secondary school, Ekpoma 89 118 134 153 

Iruekpen Grammar School, Iruekpen 98 109 121 133 

Emuhi Secondary School, Emuhi 67 89 102 94 

Urohi Secondary School, Urohi 60 54 81 74 

Uhiele Secondary School, Uhiele 59 67 81 86 

Illeh Secondary School, Illeh 61 78 92 115 

Total 714 871 966 1071 

% 19.7 24.0 26.7 29.6 
 

Source, Field Survey, 2013 

 
 
 
Associations of some of the schools. The inability of 
government to provide required aids for the schools has 
left the secondary schools without teaching aids for 
geography subject. A comparison of the provision of 
standard aids by government, organizations and 
individuals has showed that much of the standard aids 
have been provided by organizations as showed in Table 
8.  

From Table 8, it is observed that most of the standard 
aids available in the schools were provided by 
organizations. This accounted for 42 or 50.7% of the total 
aids. The organizations responsible for the provision are 
the Old Boys Associations of the schools. Next in the 
provision were individuals who accounted for 22 or 26.5% 
of the total aids provided. The number of aids provided by 
government was least with 19 or 22.8% of the total aids 
in the school.  

Poor funding of the schools was also identified as 
second factor. The study showed that secondary schools 
in Edo State and particularly in Esan West Local 
Government Area are poorly funded. Responses to the 
interviews conducted on the principals of the various 
schools revealed that payment of monthly salaries are 
the only interest of government in the schools. Funds 

required to purchase aids, laboratory equipments and 
effect repairs where necessary are often not provided. 
They admitted that though Government in the last five 
years has been magnanimous in the areas of physical 
infrastructure such as the building and renovation of both 
classroom and office blocks and the supply of desks to 
the schools, but has not met the expectation many in the 
provision of teaching and laboratory materials as no 
allocation comes to the schools for these purposes. With 
poor funding it is obvious that the schools will ordinarily 
find it difficult to provide teaching aids for the schools.      

The third factor is that of increasing student population 
of the schools. Record provided by the principals of the 
schools showed that the population of all the schools has 
been increasing. A four year enrolment record of Senior 
Secondary School (SS III) students showed that the 
increase has been significant. Table 9 shows the 
enrolment record of Senior Secondary School (SS III) 
Class for the schools since 2010. 

 Senior Secondary School III enrolment in Table 9 
showed an increase from 714 students in 2010 to 1071 
students in 2013. This increase is not unconnected with 
the increasing population of the country which as at 1991 
was 88,514,505  and  increased  to  184  million  in  2006  



 
 
 
 
(National Population Commission, 2010). Of 1071 
students enrolled, 940 registered for geography subject 
for the senior school certificate examination. With no 
commensurate increase in materials, facilities including 
teaching aids will never be adequate for learning. On the 
basis of population there was an attempt to determine if 
population of SSIII students in each school significantly 
influenced the number of teaching aids provided. To do 
this, an hypothesis was stated and tested. The 
hypothesis states thus: 
 
H0: There is no significant relationship between the size 
of geography class and the number  of teaching aids 
provided. 
H1: There is a significant relationship between the size of 
geography class and the number of     teaching aids 
provided. 
 
In this hypothesis, the size of geography class in each 
school was the independent variable while the number of 
teaching aid was the dependent variable. Using the 
Parsons Product Moment Correlation Statistics, the 
computation of the r-value was -0.52. This denotes 
negative or indirect relationship, meaning that there is a 
negative relationship between the sizes of the classes 
and the number of teaching aids provided. That is, an 
increase in 1 unit of the class size does not lead to an 
increase in number of teaching aids. To determine how 
significant the negative relationship is, the significance of 
the r-value obtained was tested using the t-test. The 
calculated value was 1.72 and at 0.05 level of 
confidence, the table value was 1.86. Since the 
computed value of 1.72 is less than the tabulated value of 
1.86, then the null hypothesis (H0) which states that there 
is no significant relationship between the size of classes 
and the number of teaching aids provided is accepted 
while the alternative hypothesis (H1) which states that 
there is a significant relationship between the size of 
classes and the number of teaching aids provided was 
rejected. This therefore implies that the sizes of the 
classes do not influence the number of teaching aids 
provided.    

The fourth factor for which the students, teachers and 
the principals also responded was the factor of poor 
improvisation. Responses from the teachers showed that 
finance, lack of materials, problem of fabrication and 
modeling and the lack of interest by teachers were the 
major problems of improvisation. As teachers are not 
aided in these regard therefore, not many aids will be 
improvised for teaching and learning. On the other hand 
there is the problem of access to quality materials for 
improvisation. Most affordable materials wear away very 
easily and are not preserved which leads to making and 
remaking of drawings, models and other materials by the 
teacher. As shown in Table 6, only 33 or 28.4% of 
improvised aids are available compared with 83 or 71.6% 
of the standard  aids.  With  more  of  the  standard  aids  
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becoming obsolete, it is ordinarily expected that teachers 
will substitute with improvised aids.    

The last of the problems is the lack or inadequacy of 
trained fabricators that can fashion quality improvised 
aids. Balogun and Urevbu (1981) identified that technical 
factor militates against improvisation of aids. This 
technical factor relates to the question of degree of 
accuracy and precision that is possible with the 
improvised equipment. Making a wind vane for example 
needs fabrication with a degree of precision. In the study, 
it was observed that the fabricated improvised aids were 
of poor quality due to the materials used and the nature 
of fabrication. 
 
 
Recommendation and Conclusion  
 
This study has shown that geography teaching aids in the 
public secondary schools in Esan West Local 
Government Area are grossly inadequate. The inade-
quacy is such that teachers no longer teach effectively 
while students are also not learning effectively. Where 
this condition exist, Asokhia, (2009); Mohammed et al. 
(2011) and Okobiah, (2011) remarked that it affect 
student’s academic performances and teaching 
efficiency. The effects of inadequacy of geography 
teaching aids is though not part of this study, but it must 
be envisaged that the effects do exist. To find solutions to 
the problems of inadequacy of geography teaching aids 
in the study schools, the following have been 
recommend. 

First, since the all public secondary schools in Edo 
State are owned by the Edo State Government it must be 
obliged to provide needed and required facilities and 
materials for teaching and learning. Since the schools do 
not have adequate geography aids it is only responsible 
that the government through the ministry of education 
carry out a comprehensive teaching aids need 
assessment for all the schools in the state with a view to 
determining what is required to be provided in terms of 
type, quantity and quality. After this assessment, 
modalities should be put in place to meet these needs in 
the shortest possible time. The modalities must also 
incorporate replacement procedure so that obsolete ones 
can regularly be replaced. By so doing geography aids 
will not be in short supply and current aids which 
compares with the ones used in other schools will be in 
use.  

Secondly, this study has shown that improvisation of 
geography teaching aids by teachers in the schools is 
poor due to lack of finance to the teachers and poor 
fabrication. To overcome the problem of finance, it is 
recommended that each school should have improvisa-
tion fund from which teachers can apply for the purpose 
of improvisation. Contribution to this fund should come 
from school levies, parent-teachers association and old 
students   associations.   It   is  also  recommended  that  
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principals of schools and their geography teachers should 
also seek assistance from the department of geography 
Ambrose Alli University Ekpoma for equipment and other 
technical support especially in the area of fabrication. In 
dong this, it is believed that quality improvised aids useful 
for teaching will be available for leaning. 

The effort of individuals and organizations such as the 
old students associations of some of the schools in the 
overall school development is commendable. This effort 
is recommended for all the schools and in particular 
schools where these associations do not exist.  School 
development is no longer the responsibility of 
government alone as individuals, associations, 
communities and organizations have vital role to play to 
for the uplift education. 

This study has brought to fore the problem of teaching 
aids in public secondary school in Esan west Local 
Government Area of Edo State. The problem identified 
was that of inadequacy which was due to lack of 
provision by government provisions and poor 
improvisation. The continuous existence of this problem 
in the schools and particularly for geography subject is 
capable of hindering teacher performance, quality of 
teaching and learning and academic performance of 
students. For this not to occur, it has therefore been 
recommended that government should provide 
geography aids to the schools, teachers should be 
encouraged to improvise while individuals and 
organizations should also assist. 
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