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All educational institutions have a level of responsibility for the well being of students as a whole 
person and not just the academic enterprise. Engaged learning allows enhancing school-community 
partnerships as way to provide authentic opportunities for students’ Civic Development and also to 
expand activities that expose students to different points of view. Teaching students to see themselves 
as participants in civic affairs and enabling them to engage civic and political issues effectively will 
require helping them develop capacities and skills that make such an identity meaningful. Engaged 
learning is one of the best strategy which assures the students engagements in his/her learning 
activities. Engaged learning includes strategies that require active student’s participation and critical 
reflection and enable them to consider how their learning affects and is affected by its application and 
enhances the educational process by increasing their involvement in learning. The objective of the 
present study was to compare the effectiveness of Engaged Learning Strategy on Civic Development of 
secondary school students. Since it’s an experimental study Pre-test post-test equivalent group design 
was adopted. The sample consists of 40 students of Standard IX each from two schools by random 
selection. Mean difference analysis was used to analyze the data. The result reveals that engaged 
learning strategy seems to be a better option for teachers to make civic development of their students 
better. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 
The important contribution of engagement is the focus it 
brings to the learner’s personal relationship to learning. 
This emphasis is consistent with our recent appreciation 
that knowledge is more constructed and received, and 
student is the primary agent of learning. Thus teaching 
and learning are different and a focus on the learner is 
essential to the improvement of teaching. Commencing 
this perspective, we can understand engagement as both 
the means to an end and an end in itself.  It is seen that 
due to civic responsibility, citizenship was understood in 
terms of the labours of ordinary people who created 
goods and undertook projects to benefit the public, as 
opposed to the high-minded, virtuous and leisure 
activities of gentlemen. This kind of civic identify helped 
create an important balance between quest of individual 
assets and the formation of public things (Boye and  Kari,  

1999). The method of engaged learning hope that will 
pave way to the fruitful development of civic 
consciousness and responsibility. 

Instructional strategies determine the approach a 
teacher may take to achieve learning objectives in the 
classroom. Instructional methods are used by teachers to 
create learning environments and to specify the nature of 
the activity in which the teacher and learner will be 
involved during the lesson presentation. While particular 
methods are often associated with certain strategies, 
some methods may be found within a variety of 
strategies. What children learn depends not only on what 
they are taught but also how they are taught, their 
development level, and their interests and experiences. 
This requires that much closer attention be paid to the 
methods chosen for presenting material.  
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Objectives 
 
The objective of the study was to compare the 
effectiveness of engaged learning strategy on civic 
development of secondary school students. 
 
 
ENGAGED LEARNING  
 
Engaged Learning is a strategy that allows the learner to 
complement and interpret what they learn from others 
with direct knowledge based on personal experience, 
who develop appropriately complex understandings situa-
ted in relevant contexts and who recognize learning’s 
moral implications and consequences (Bowen, 2005). 
 
 
CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Civic Development means developing commitment and 
loyalty towards community and state. Here means a 
sense of constructively criticizing, volunteering and 
participating in the social and civic conditions of the 
society. 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Variables 
 
The independent variable used in study was engaged 
learning strategy in science and the dependent variable 
was civic development. The control variable used to 
equate the two groups were achievement in science, 
non-verbal intelligence, classroom environment and 
socio-economic status.  
 
 
Research design 
 
Since it’s an experimental study the investigator adopted 
Pre-test post-test equivalent group design. 
 
 
Sample 
 
The sample consists of 40 students of Standard IX each 
from two schools and it was selected randomly. 
 
 
Tools  
 
The tools used were lesson transcript for engaged 
learning strategy in science and civic development rating 
scale for standard ix students  

 
 
 
 
Statistical techniques 
 

Mean Difference Analysis was used for analyzing the 
data. 
 
 

EXECUTION OF THE EXPERIMENT 
 

The investigator administered Standard Progressive 
Matrices Test of Intelligence, classroom Environment 
Inventory, Socio-Economic Status Scale, Achievement 
Test in Science for testing the homogeneity of the 
Experimental and Control group.  After conducting the 
above tests and analyzing the results, the investigator 
randomly selected total 40 students from two schools and 
divided them into two groups, ie, for experimental and 
control treatment.  Before teaching pre-tests was 
conducted to check the initial status of civic development. 
After the administration of the pre-test, the investigator 
started teaching the selected topics for the two groups.  
The group consisting of 40 students taught using 
Constructivist Approach and this was regarded as control 
group. The other group of 40 students taught using 
Engaged Learning instructional Strategy in Science was 
regarded as Experimental group. In the course of 
experiment 30 lesson transcripts of the selected topics 
were taught through each groups of treatment.  

Post-test was administered immediately after the 
treatments in two groups for checking the status of the 
independent variable Civic development. The result of 
civic development tests of the two groups were subjected 
to a Test of Significance., Mean difference Analysis. 
 
 

RESULTS 
 

Comparison of the pre-test scores of civic 
development of experimental and control group 
 

The mean scores of the two groups were compared using 
two tailed test of significance. The critical ratio of the 
scores of independent variables was obtained as 0.94 
which are below the tabled value and it was found to be 
not significant at 0.05 level. 

It was found that there was no significant difference in 
the mean scores of Civic Development of Experimental 
and Control group. This revealed that there was no 
difference in the independent variables of Experimental 
and Control group, which suggests that the Experimental 
and Control group were almost equal in their independent 
variables at initial status. 
 
 

Comparison of the post-test scores of civic 
development of experimental and control group 
 

The mean scores of the two groups were compared using  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
two tailed test of significance. The critical ratio of the 
scores of independent variables was obtained as 2.69 
which are higher than the tabled value and it was found 
to be significant at 0.01 level. 

It was found that there was significant difference in the 
mean scores of Civic Development of Experimental and 
Control group. This revealed that there was difference in 
the independent variables of Experimental and Control 
group, which suggests that the Experimental and Control 
group were not equal in their independent variables. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Since the pre test and post test values of the dependent 
variable for the experimental and control group differen-
tiate them it is clear that through engaged learning 
strategy, civic development of students can be made 
better. The results corroborate with the study of Jenny et 
al (2002) that the concept of service learning by 
redesigning, teaching, research and service to include 
productive community involvement illustrates benefits of 
engagement for students and faculty and the research 
study of Lynn (2007) of linking engaged learning, student 
mental health and well being and civic development in 
which engaged learning was proved to be successful in 
enhancing civic development.  
 
 
Suggestions 
 
The research studies have shown that the authentic 
learning task when provided, the students will be able to 
develop their civic consciousness. The method of 
engaged learning will pave way to the fruitful develop-
ment of civic consciousness and responsibility. And also 
with this conception, teachers can help students transfer 
learning not just between contexts in academics, but also 
to home, work, and community environments as a whole.  
 
i. Explore ourselves to wide range of professional 
development resources which improve our teaching 
skills.  
ii. Find a variety of conflict-resolution lessons for civic 
development that leads to social responsibility.  
iii. Communicate with parents to let them aware of their 
children and the school activities. Incorporate the study of 
government and world politics in the curriculum for any 
grade level.  
 
What children learn depends not only on what they are 
taught but also how they are taught, their development 
level, and their interests and experiences. These beliefs 
require that much closer attention be paid to the methods 
chosen for presenting material. So teachers have to be  
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very specific in choosing the appropriate teaching 
method.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The engaged learning strategy is not a specific strategy 
for science students to enhance Civic Development. The 
engaged learning strategy can also be used in any 
subject of study. The strategy can be used in many 
others aspects related to classroom activity, teaching and 
learning. The new paradigm of education has been 
adopting several strategies from different fields for getting 
the desired outcome aimed at. So the engaged learning 
strategy can definitely be incorporated with those 
strategies. 
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